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Congress shall make no law tespecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting
the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press;
or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the Government
for a redress of grievances.
— The First Amendment to the U.S. Constiution

N >

Bedford Township is wrong to deny $20,000-a-year payments that were

| agreedto undera 1999 pact.
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For the past three years,
Bedford Township has
withheld annual payments
of $20,000 to Bedford Pub-

~ Hc Schools. The payments
— which had been made
from 1999 to 2002 — appar-
ently were stopped because
the schools had not com-
plied with a township board
request to videotape the
board’s twice-monthly meet-
ings.

But now the township’s
Cablevision Advisory
Committee plans to recom-
mend that the board cough
up the $60,000 in withheld
payments and to resume
the $20,000 yearly payments

should comply.
The 1999 agreement signed

by Buckeye Cable Co., the

. township and the schools
gives the township 4 percent
of the cable company’s local
revenues. It als¢ provides
that the schools get $20,000
a year — halif firom Buck-
eye, half from the township
— to pay for the schools’
broadcasting program. A
few years back, however,
school officials declined a
request to videotape the
board’s meetings, reportedly
because of concerns that
the meetings would keep

henceforth. And the trustees

students up late on school
nights. So eventually the~
board hired a private firm to
do the videotaping.
Schools Supt. Jon White
said some of the township
trustees “felt they were not
getting anything in return
for what they called ‘their

-money’.” So the payments

stopped.

Problem is, the 1999 con-
tract doesn’t mandate any
service from the schoaols.

So, as cablevision commit-
tee member Steve Lennex
observes, “The township had
no authority to cut the fund-
ing whatsoever.”

The township gets about
$170,000 a year from Buckeye
that goes directly into the
township’s general fund. But
for three years the school
district’s video department
has had to skip repairs and
hold off purchases of new
equipment.

That’s an untenable situ-
ation, and a detriment to
Bedford students wanting
to learn video techology A
contract is a contract; the
township must restore the
$60,000 withheld from the
schools and resume annual
payments, just as the 1899
agreement requires.
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advisory committee recom-
mended that the township
pay the schools the $60,000
for the three missed yearly
payments. That was the
right recommendation,
because the 1999 agreement
doesn’t mandate any ser-
vices from the schools. And
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year. Arguably the district
is due a share of franchise
fees through 2011, when

the contract expires, But it
should accept the township
board’s offer in a spirit of
compromise —and in an
effort to end the petty wran-
gling over the issue.




