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Doiig Donnelly, city editor

By PAULA WETHINGTON
- Evening News staff writer

BEDFORD TOWNSHIP - If any
developer plans to bring a large-scale
cornmercial retail store to Bedford
T?i“Tjhip’ he should be prepared for
afight.

The leaders of a new citizens’ com- %

mittee, Bedford Watch, hope to get
that message out to area property
owners, local businesses and resi-
dents as they organize against a pro-
posed Wal-Mart development,

“Imoved to Bedford tolive here, not
to shop,” said Steve Rowland, one of
the leaders in Bedford Watch, “We
don’t want a-little Toledo.'”

Formerly known as the Stop Wal-
Mart on Sterns Rd. committee, the
Bedford Watch group has started an
informal petition drive, posted an
Internet site and soon will start'a
yard-sign campalgn.

About 100 people attended,
Thursday's meeting at Bedford
Township Hall - the second for the.
group.

“Our focus initially has to remain
stopping the Wal-Mart on Sterns,”
Douglas Bermicksaid. He led most of
the discussion Thursday, .

‘The core membership of Bedford
Watch s residents of the area near
Lewis Ave, and Sterns Rd.'Their
interest is based on private discus-
sions with owners of Whitman Ford
on Lewis Ave. about development
plans for land behind the car dealex-
ship.

Neighbors are convinced that Wal-
Mart wants to locate. behind
Whitman Ford. No public announce-
ment hag been made, and noapplica-
tion is on file wxm tow?ship officlals,

I -Mar 1t
anywhere in the township. But

- 3A
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al-Mart not only target for citizens group -

area. &

had with thelr Dec.

WAL-MART STATUS

No appilcation is on file with Bedford Township officlals ‘g
regarding a Wal-Mart development; and nobody has issued a
public announcement of plans for Wal-Mart to come into the

5

i
The Bedford Watch group s basing its campalgn on private
discusslons that the owners of Whitman Ford on Lewis Aye.

zoning.

6, regarding |
bllitles for the property behind the car dealership. b
Only some of that land Is zoned for commerclal. To a!lawi
enough room for a Wal:Mart, a developer or the property owner
would have to file a request for a zonlng chinge or planngd
unit development with township ufﬂclals._ ]
Bedford Watch members sald another site, which Is owiied by
other people, already has a large enough area with commerclal

possi-
g

CAMPAIGN
UPDATES

The Stop Wal-Mart on Sterns
Rd. cltizens committee has .
changed Its name to Bedford
Watch. Committee members
wanted a name that would
reflect the community as a

-whole, In case they start cari-
palgns agalnst large-scale com-
merclal development at other . Rds.
locations. .

The committee's Web site is
now at www.bedfordwatch.com.
Yard slgns also will be avallable
In & week or two.

committee.

MEIJER SITUATION

Bedford Watch Is basing Its campalgn on previ-
ous battles agalnst a Meller store and some of
the residents Involved In the Meljer campalgn —
Let’s Talk About Meljer — have joined this new

Meller tried three times‘in the past 10 years to

place one of Its stores In Bedford Township. The
. most recent proposal was In June, 2000, for.

property zoned residential at Secor and Smith

Before a review process started with township
officials, the developer and Meller officials gave
up. The letter given to township officlals cited
“unforeseen clrcumstances” as the reason for
withdrawal of the project.

Bedford Watch wants to be prepared
for what might happen.
. “We'rea ) head

and ask for assistance on public rela-
tions or with the organization's
expenses, it

what

other people do,” Mr: Bermick said.
- Bedford Watch members also ho;i-;e
n

/1o attract the interest of residents

Lambertville and Samaria, along
with those in Temperance. The long-
range goal is to campaign against
large-scale commercial development
anywhere in Bedford Township,

Ideas mentioned Thursday include
using voter-led initiatives ahd refer-
‘endums to set size limits on com-
mercial projects, or overturn existing
zoning for potential sites, The peti-
tion now circulating, however, will
not force an election or zoning deci-
sion, The intent is to show township
officials that a significant number 6f
residents are opposed to Wal-Mart
building a store in the area,

Bedford Watch also is sending rep-
resentatives to the township’s smal

So far, the business reaction is
mixed.

“The business support is likely to
depend on whether they will be hurt
by a Wal-Mart coming into the town-
ship,” said Bill | {ller; a Bedford
Watch supporter;and leader of the
former Let's Talk About Meljer
group, of

Ray Johnson,‘a member of the
Alexis Road Coalition in Toledo, also

+voiced his support for the Bedford
Watch group. Hi' urged residents to
push large commercial projects to
north Toledo, where there are sever-
al vacant buildings. "We want them,”
hesaid. On the gfher hand, his group
is encouraging smaller scale strip
mall projects ito 80 to Bedford
Township. . i,
Bedford Watch members also are

businesses to:explain the

meetings to stay informed about any
development proposals that come up.

The question they ask other resi-
dents is: “How would you feel if Wal-
Mart came to your back yard?”

Carol Stephens, who lives near the
new Kroger store at Sterns and Secor
Rds,, understands that question, The
Kroger property was long zoned com-
mercial, but the grocery store and
new retail strip mall were built last
year: .

“You don't know how important
this is to your quality of life,” she
said, listing complaints such as bright
outdoor lights spilling into her win-
dows and overnight noise from deliv-
ery trucks,

A shouting match developed when
one woman, who refused to give her
name, said she has long wanted her
Sterns-Ra. property to be developed
and hoped a nearby Wal-Mart would
contribute to that effort.

“If you want.to form a committeg
that says ‘I love Wel-Mart on Sterng
Rd.', goahead,” Mr. Bermick told her. *

The woman left the meeting,,
Although some in the audience said
she had a right to her opinion, they:
agreed that those who support Wal-*
Mart can do so through other means.

Bedford Watch members said the,
most common reason cited by areg
residents who want a Wal-Mart is;
that thé nearest stores in that chair
are in Frenchtown Township just’
north of Monroe and in Bowling:
Green, Ohlo. i

-Other people are hoping that a
major commercial development:
would provide additional tax revenue
for the township. But because of how.
Michigan property taxes are allocat-
ed, Bedford Watch leaders said the':
income from a new Wal-Mart store;
would not be enough to pay for the!
additlonal expenses needed for roads,
police protection and fire protection:”
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Bedford Now

Wal-Mart deal opponents orgamzeffln antlclpatlbn 6fme

BY BRIDGET MEADE
- Bedford Now

Members of Bedfordwatch
com are encouraging the Bed-
ford Township Board to say no
to Wal-Mart at the board’s Nov.
14;board meeting.

. “This is not a done deal be-.

fore the board members vote
on this,” Bedfordwatch.com
member Doug Bermick said.

Bedfordwatch.com was be-

_gun in 2001 when residents
first learned that a Wal-Mart

could be coming to Bedford.:
Today, its board members are.

doing all they can to prevent
the store from being built on
the Whitman Ford property. - '

“We're - seekmg counsel from:
a land-use lawyer to see what -
options we have,” Mr Bermick .

said.
Many Bedford residents are

contacting the organization:to::
“built’ so close to resmentlal
. property.

voice their concerns. Mr. Ber*
mick said .board members re-

‘ceived over 200 e-mails on Sun

day alone.

Mr. Bermmk stressed that the
organization is not against the
store itself, but the location.

“We're not bashing John ~

Whitman,” he said. “We have
nothing agamst John Whitman

or Whitman Ford. We have

Mait in - {he horthein Télédo
area. That’s fine with us as

Jong as they put it i ina commer:.
: “c1ally zoned area.’

What the organization is
against. is, having a Wal-Mart

“We're trying to protect our
neighborhood. and our proper-
ty values,” Mr. Bermick said.
“We are trymg to save over $50

“ million in property values.”
“It’s really personal for me/ Smce the issue heated up,

because it’s. in.my backyard,”
said Judy Frankowski, anoth-
er ‘Bedfordwatch.com = board

nothing against Wal-Mart. member. “We don’t want it in
-“There’s a need for a_ “Wal- Bedford Township.” :

BRIEFLY

We’re seeking
counsel froma land—
use ldwyer to see..
‘what options we
have.”

“chasé’ s1gns and a
.land-use lawyers.

“It’s not:up to.]
.com; it’s not up
man. It’s up to th
- bers,” Mr. Bermi
we have to do i
seven members o

" “We're sending

—Doug Bermick  tacting board m
member, Bedfordwatch.com  just doing every

bedfordwatch com has

to have people be
meeting,” Ms. Fra

“Why would we
of hours if we dn

ce ved"“ﬂ’rousands"of"d'ﬁﬂ'afs' the township?” M
in cont ons. Mr. Bermick of bedfordwatct
said the organization plans T0  here to protect t

use the. contributions to pur-

BHS play to serve as

fundraiser as well

Bedford High School The-
atre program will raise funds
and awareness for children
with AIDS during their fall

roductlon of “The Yellow
oat.”

The award-winning show
was written by David Saar
whose son, Benjamin, died
from comphcatlons of the
AIDS virus. A hemophilic,
Benjamln contracted the
virus durmg aroutine trans-
fusion in the 1980s.

" Although the show deals
with the death of 8-year-old .
Benjamin, the show is much

more about the legacy he has ‘
left behind. A talented visual
artist, Benjamin dealt with

‘his illhess through his draw- -~
ings. The set for the show will -

recreate giant versions of hlS g
drawings. -

“For the most part, the show
is funny”, states director Sue
Smith. “You see the world
through Benjamin’s eyes.
Remembering days of playing
tag and drawing imaginary .
worlds.”

The show does pull at your
heartstrings, though, which
is why Smith asked the cast .
about raising funds for a -
cause. “By the end of the

show you really feel like you -

want to do something. Help

someone. So the cast agreed

that the Elizabeth Glaser

. Pediatric AIDS Foundation

would be a great organi-
zation for which to raise
money.”

The show is at 8 p.m. Nov.
17 and 18 and at 2 p.m. Nov.
19 in the high school audito-
rium. Tickets are $8 and can
be purchased at the'door. All

- seats are general admission.-
- For more 1nformat10n call

850-6131.

Legion to be site of

- UM-0SU game party -

The American Legion Post

. 192 will host a party fot the -

Michigan-Ohio State game,
starting at 3:30 p.m. Nov. 18.
The event, which is sponsored

by the Sons of the American -
Legion will have a 50-50 raffle,
door prizes, a turkey raffle and
complimentary food. The event
is open to the public.

BEDFORD ALLIANCE
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SECTION B,

Big-box battle brewing in B

By VINGE PISCOPO .

3LADE STAFF WRITER el
TEMPERANCE — Bedford’

Township residents are gearing

up for'another battle against what .

they say are plans to bring a big-
box retailer to the municipality.
They:say Jon and Paul
Whitman are planning to sell 30
acres. near Lewis Avenue, just
north of Sterns, to developers who
want to build a Wal-Mart store on
the land. It.is a proposal that

residents ' say- they will fight ..

‘vigorously, = ° i
«] can predict that there will be
‘strong public_sentiment against
that,” said Dennis Rabb, an
Indian Road resident. “It really

isn't good for anybody.”
‘ Less than two years after.

another group of township resi-
dents ‘successfully ferided -off
plans to build a Meijer store at:
Sterns and Secor Road, Mr. Rabb

" and ‘'others say they plan to wage
" a similar. battle.

Mr. Rabb and'o'thers say the

Whitmans fold ‘them about the
plans at a dinner meeting Thurs-
day. The Whitmans invited about

30 to 35 neighbors of the property

to the meeting to outline plans for
the property, which is a portion of

a 40-acre tract next to the famiily’s -

car dealership, Whitman Ford, on
Lewisiiii Jparbid i o
Those who. attended the
meeting said"that. Jon Whitman
and his father, Paul, told them
that the family wants to sell the
parcel so Wal-Mart, the Benton-
ville, Ark.-based retail giant, can

build a store. T

Jon Whitman, owner of
Whitman Ford, yesterday con-
firmed that he is looking to sell 30
acres of the parcel, which is bor-

dered to the south:by Sterns and

to the west by Indian Road.

But he would not disclose the
details of the meeting with resi-
dents at Memories Banquet Hall
on Lewis. G

“That’s between us ‘and these
people,” Mr. Whitman said. “We
don’t have a comment about what

happened at a priv

‘But two residents
the meeting told T
message was cle:
wants to come.

At the meeting, |
gave. residents, sor
the . dealérship 'an
Don Ayers of Indian
mans_ told them tt
cabinet, stuffed with
property, but did n

_ See BAT]




_ buyer of the property would

Battle

» Continued from Page 1- -

“the land become a sfrip mall, doctors’

* offices, or a mobile home park. Then they

.told the residents of the plans for-a Wal-
Mart. : : 1

| “They said, ‘We waﬁt soniebody that

“has_deep pockets,’” Mr.Rabb said, :
adding that the Whitmans said a Wal-
Mart would be better than having a less ..

successful company build that might not
be able to deliver on what it _promises.

* -Mr. Ayers said the Whitmans did not

provide many details about their plans. -
“Every time we asked a pointed ques-.

tiqrcxl, they danced around it,” Mr. Ayers
said. .

mans and Wal-Mart is ‘zoning.

~ Part of the parcel for the proposed
store is zoned commercial, while-another
part is listed as residential, according to
Steve: Lennex, a real estate broker for

-Michael Realty, which represents the
“Whitmans. o gu i

But Mr. Lennex said the.potential
tfry for a
“planned unit development” --approval,
rather than attempting to change the

~zoning of residential portion of the prop- .

erty to commercial. Under that plan, a
Wal-Mart store could be built with the
current zoning. Such a move could give
the township more control over the proj-
ect. : .

Mr. Lennex would not confirm the’

identity of the buyer, but-said a sales

contract was .pending -and the buyer

would be trying to get the various gov-
ernmental approvals in the next 30 to 60
days. Y

“We’re negotiating the final details of
the contract right now,” Mr. Lennex said,
adding that the buyer would set up a

- meeting with residents to - explain - its
proposal once the sale was complete.”

It wasn’t clear what kind of store Wal-
Mart wants to build at the site.

- Wal-Mart discount stores typically are
40,000 to 125,000 square feet, have about
150 employees, and offer a range of items
from clothing to health and beauty aids
to home furnishings to electronics to
hardware. Its superstores are 110,000 to
230,000 square feet, employ about 350,
and also have groceries and services
such as eye care and auto care. ;

Regardless of its size, the proposed
store already 'has sparked  opposition.
Both Mr. Ayers and Mr. Rabb said resi-
dents are opposed. Leaflets advising res-
idents of the project and asking for sup-
port to block it have been distributed, Mr.

Ayers said.

““I don’t think anyone would have had

. X/any squabbles if they put-in a housing

development or a. doctor’s office,” Mr.

One potential problem’ for the_:W_hit~
* will destroy their quality
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Among the neighbors’ chief objections,
Mr. Rabb said, will be traffic congestion,
pollution, and noise concerns some say -
of life in this
Toledo bedroom community. 1

“This is going to be right in my
backyard,” said Nina Calmes, an Ashland

- Drive resident who did not attend Thurs-

day’s meeting. “I don’t like it. Why would
I want a Wal-Mart in my backyard?

"Traffic is terrible trying to get out ‘on

Lewis Avenue as is” ~ bl
LaMar Frederick, the township super- ~

- visor, said he has received about six calls

from residents about the property last

.-week and the township planning depart-

ment received the same number. Bed-
ford Township must approve the final
plans. The-township does nét have a
proposal from developers.

Residents wanted to know where

~‘entrances would be put, how much
“impact the added traffic would have,

‘what kind of buffering there would be
between the store and -the residential
area, and about noise  and pollution

- issues; he said. ©

“Many of them were -looking for the
same- type of information we are,” he

"-said. “We’ll be working,on all of these

lissues] when we have an official site
plan.” . e
Township residents in 2000 mounted a .
successful campaign against a proposal
to build a Meijer store at the intersection
of Secor and Smith Road. The proposal,
which included several homes and con- -
dominiums, was withdrawn in part when
it became clear it would have a difficult
time winning-the needed rezoning from
the township . - .

Mr.. Ayers- said residents opposed to
the Wal-Mart store would contact those
who led the effort against:the Meijer
store. * : o :

Wal-Mart spokesman Tom Williams

- said he had no information about plans ’
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