Shooting rules topic of Bedford hearing

▼

BEDFORD TOWNSHIP
— Should Bedford Township restrict where firearms can be fired in the
community?
That question will be
grist for a public hearing
at 7 tonight in the Bedford
Township Hall, 8100 Jackman Rd.
The Michigan Department of Natural Resources
will hear residents’ concerns about target-shooting in the township to gain
background on whether
to recommend that the
township adopt new firearms restrictions, said
Peggy Ruby, a DNR conservation officer who will

hold the hearing.
She said complaints
were registered with the
township last year and
township officials asked
the DNR to hold the hearing.
Restrictions already exist under Michigan law
regarding where hunting
can occur. Most limit how
close to buildings, schools
or occupied residence a
ﬁrearm can be discharged
for hunting purposes. But
the rules do not apply to
random shooting or target-shooting, Ms. Ruby
explained.
She said she will gather
comments at the hearing

and then a 30-day period
will begin for accepting
written comments. After
the comment period expires, the DNR will recommend whether restrictions
should be applied.
But, she said, the township will determine
whether to accept that recommendation.
Written comments during the 30-day period may
be sent to the Department
of Natural Resources, Law
Enforcement Division,
ATTN: Specialist Peggy
Ruby, P.O. Box 30031, Lansing, MI 48909.

F R O M PA G E 1 A

Foreclosures
(cont.)
repossessed through foreclosure have declined at
MBT.
Mr. Chaffin said he expects to see continued
slow and steady improvement in the real estate
market. The bank reported its total problem assets
declined by 11.5 percent
in 2012, an improvement
of 8.4 percent from a year
ago.
Jack Marcero of American Real Estate Appraisal
Co. in Monroe reported
that lender sales represented 35.6 percent of
all real estate sales in the
county during December,
down from 47.4 percent a
year ago in December.
Meanwhile, the average
price of non-lender sales
of homes rose to $142,522
in December from
$125,910 a year earlier.
But CoreLogic, which
compiles real estate data,
said home prices in Mon-

Resignation
(cont.)
Pope Benedict XVI said
Monday that the outgoing head of the church
has brought a high level of
scholarship and intellectuality to the job.
Cardinal Edmund Szoka
led the Archdiocese of Detroit before holding top
ﬁnancial and administrative jobs in Rome, during
which the future pope
was in charge of enforcing
Catholic doctrine under
then-Pope John Paul II.
“Every pope has his own
character, his own personality and brings his
own experience,” Cardinal
Szoka said in a statement.
“Pope Benedict is primarily a scholar. He was a
professor for many years,

Benedict (cont.)
carry on.
He said he would resign
effective 8 p.m. local time
Feb. 28.
“All the cardinals remained shocked and were
looking at each other,” said
Monsignor Oscar Sanchez
of Mexico, who was in the
room at the time of the announcement.
As a top aide, Benedict
watched from up close as
Pope John Paul II suffered
publicly from the Parkinson’s disease that enfeebled him in the ﬁnal years
of his papacy.
Clearly Benedict wanted
to avoid the same fate as
his advancing age took its
toll, though the Vatican insisted the announcement
was not prompted by any
speciﬁc malady.
The Vatican said Benedict would live in a congregation for cloistered
nuns inside the Vatican,
although he will be free to
go in and out.

roe rose 10 percent in
D e c e m b e r c o m p a re d
to a year ago, but when
distressed sales were removed from the transactions, prices declined by
1.4 percent.
Yet demand for construction seems to be
growing.
“Right now, we’re estimating that in 2012
throughout Monroe County, new building permits
increased by roughly 25
to 30 percent,” Mr. Chafﬁn said. “That seems to be
kind of an ongoing trend.”
Samuel Guich, assessor
for the City of Monroe,
also reported a decline in
foreclosures in the city. He
said about 145 parcels in
the city were in some stage
of the foreclosure process,
down from 201 a year ago.
He said post-foreclosure
bank sales comprised
about 33 percent of the
residential sales used as
benchmarks in estimating
values, compared to about
43 percent a year ago.
His projection is that the

taxable value for residential property in the city will
decline about 1.8 percent
for 2013.
But Daren Blomquist,
vice president at RealtyTrac, said there might be a
slight increase in foreclosures early this year and
late in the year.
“Fo re c l o s u re a c t i v ity continued to decline
in 19 of the 24 states that
use the more streamlined
non-judicial foreclosure
process, but there could
be a backlog of delayed
foreclosures building up
in some of those states as
well as the result of recent
state legislation and court
rulings that raise the bar
for lenders to foreclose,”
he said.
“That could mean that
although we are comfortably past the peak of the
foreclosure problem nationally, 2013 is likely to
be book-ended by two discrete jumps in foreclosure
activity,” Mr. Blomquist
added.

and you could see in all his
talks his scholarly background and background
as a professor.”
Pope Benedict “has
brought to the papacy a
certain intellectual level
and a very theological
level,” Cardinal Szoka
said. “He has left us a
storehouse of theological
reflections, in expressing the beliefs of our faith
in a theological setting,
from which we all have
learned.”
Cardinal Adam Maida,
who succeeded Cardinal
Szoka as Detroit’s archbishop and participated in
the 2005 papal selection,
said the resignation “was a
great surprise.”
“A c e r t a i n s a d n e s s
touches our hearts as we
ponder the news of his
resignation, but we cannot

deny the reality of old age
as it affects all of us,” he
said in a statement. “We
give thanks to God for the
gift of his person and presence among us. ... May he
now know and experience
the peace and joy of Christ
as he begins a new chapter
in his life.”
The current leader of the
1.3 million-member Archdiocese of Detroit said he
also was surprised by the
announcement.
That was followed by
“sadness, a sense of grief
at losing his fatherly care
for all us,” said Archbishop
Allen Vigneron.
“We look to the future
with confidence, that the
Lord who has given us
this great pope and loving
father, will give us a new
shepherd of equal merit,”
Archbishop Vigneron said.

Much of this is unchartered territory. The Vatican’s chief spokesman, the
Rev. Federico Lombardi,
said he isn’t even sure of
Benedict’s title — perhaps
“pope emeritus.”
The Vatican stressed that
no specific medical condition prompted Benedict’s decision, saying he
remains fully lucid and
took his decision independently.
“Any interference or intervention is alien to his
style,” Lombardi said.

pope’s conservative line,
being from a world superpower probably would
hurt his chances. That
also might rule out Cardinal Raymond Burke, an
archconservative and the
Vatican’s top judge, even
though he is known and
respected by most Vatican
cardinals.
Cardinal Antonio Tagle,
the archbishop of Manila,
has impressed many Vatican watchers, but at 56 he
is considered too young.
Cardinal Peter Kodwo
Appiah Turkson of Ghana
is one of the highest-ranking African cardinals at the
Vatican, heading the Vatican’s ofﬁce for justice and
peace, but he’s something
of a wild card.
There are several “papabiles” in Latin America,
though the most wellknown — Cardinal Oscar
Andres Rodriguez Maradiaga of Honduras — is
considered far too liberal
to be elected by such a
conservative College of
Cardinals.

POSSIBLE
SUCCESSORS
Contenders to be Benedict’s successor include
Cardinal Angelo Scola,
archbishop of Milan;
Schoenborn, the archbishop of Vienna, and Cardinal
Marc Ouellet, the Canadian head of the Vatican’s
ofﬁce for bishops.
Longshots include Cardinal Timothy Dolan of
New York. Although Dolan
is popular and backs the
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Eldora Hamilton

Eva Mae Marshall

Aug. 10, 1918-Feb. 11, 2013

Aug. 5, 1930-Feb. 7, 2013

Eldora Hamilton, age 94,
of Huron Township, passed
away on Monday, February
11, 2013 at Regency Health
Care in Taylor, Michigan.
Friends
may visit in
the Arthur
Bobcean
Funeral
Home, Flat
Rock Chapel on Wednesday, February 13, 2013 from
1:00 pm to 8:00 pm. Funeral Services will be held at
St. John’s Lutheran Church
on Thursday, February 14,
2013 at 11:00 am. She will
lie instate from 10:00 am
until time of service. Rev.
Dr. Kurt S. Taylor will officiate the service. Burial
will be in Michigan Memorial Park, Huron Township,
Michigan.
Born on August 10, 1918
in Romulus, Michigan,
she was the daughter of
Charles and Anna (Wollenberg) Unkel. On December 24, 1942 she married
Herbert P. Hamilton in St.
Paul’s Lutheran Church,
New Boston, MI.
Eldora was a member of
St. John’s Lutheran Church
and Huron Seniors. She
enjoyed playing bingo and
euchre, working in her vegetable garden, knitting and
crocheting. She loved to
travel between Michigan,
where she spent the summer and Zephyrhills, Fl,
where she spent winters.
She was preceded in
death by her parents and
husband.
Surviving are her son,
Wayne (Linda) Hamilton of
Huron Township; daughter,
Sharon Petersen; granddaughter, Kimberly Dawn
(Bryan) O’Neal; grandson,
Brian Charles Hamilton; 2
great-grandsons, Patrick
John O’Neal and Madden
Clint Warga.
Memorials may be made
to St. John’s Building Fund
or the American Cancer
Society.
Condolences @ www.arthurbobcean.com

Eva Mae Marshall, age 82,
passed away in her home
February 7, 2013.
Eva was born Aug. 15,
1930 in
Monroe,
Michigan to
Arthur and
Anna Riddle.
She att e n d e d
M o n roe High
School.
She married Donald F.
Dahl and had three children: Richard James, Sherry Lynn and Mark Allen
Dahl.
Sadly her son Ritchie
died on February 15, 1956.
Eva and Don along with
Bill and Doris Bernhardt
built and ran the very ﬁrst
Big Boy in Monroe. Eva and
Doris ran a catering business from the basement
there for several community organizations. She was
also an avid bowler, Bridge
Club and Lulybye Club
member.
Eva married John Whitehouse. From that union,
she had a daughter, Tami.
Eva married Stanley Marshall. They enjoyed their
second home in Curtisville,
Michigan doing all outdoor
activities. They “sold-out”
and moved permanently to
Sebring, Florida in September, 2001.
While in Florida, Eva became involved with the Red
Hat Society and ultimately
became a “Queen Mom,”
which if anyone knew her

▼
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Obama (cont.)
grams to help the middle
class and bringing down
the deﬁcit in part by culling
more tax revenue from the
wealthiest Americans.
The backdrop for
Obama’s address will be
a March 1 deadline for
averting automatic acrossthe-board spending cuts,
known as the sequester.
The president wants lawmakers to push that deadline back for a second time
to create space for a larger
deﬁcit-reduction deal, one
he hopes would include
a balance of targeted cuts
and increased tax revenue.
Republicans want to offset
the sequester with spending cuts alone.
As he addresses lawmakers and the American
people, Obama is expected
to say that government entitlement programs should
be on the table in deficit
reduction talks. But he will
also make the case that
programs that help the
middle class, the poor and
the elderly must be protected.
The president’s focus on
the economy and deficit
reﬂects the top concerns of
many Americans. A Quinnipiac University poll out
Monday showed than 35
percent of registered voters are most interested in
hearing the president during the State of the Union
address the economy,
more than any other issue.
The federal deficit came
in second, with 20 percent
saying that was the issue
they were most interested
in hearing Obama discuss.

was her title long before
that.
She was all her children’s
best friend, as she made
each one of us feel that we
were special to her. She will
be greatly missed by all of
her children who loved her
unconditionally.
She is survived by her
daughter, Sherry (Dahl)
Hopper, son-in-law Dwain
Hopper, son, Mark Allen Dahl and daughter,
Tami (Whitehouse) Gerity
and son-in-law Mike Gerity, along with her grandchildren Mark V. Dahl of
Newport, Michigan, Carly
(Dahl) Bork of Arkansas, Matthew and Sarah
Wilhelm of Delta, Ohio,
three great-grandchildren,
McKinsey, Destiney and
Hunter Dahl, along with
step-children Denise (Marshall) Hoctor, Scott (Polly)
Marshall, Jeff (Holly) Marshall and David (Dawn)
Marshall, eight step-grandchildren, four step-greatgrandchildren, nieces,
nephews, half-brother
Richard ( Janet) Blessing and half-sister Sharon
(Chuck) Zorn.
She was preceded in
death by her husband
Stanley Marshall, her son
Ritchie Dahl and her father Arthur Riddle, mother
Anna Carroll and stepmother Ruth Riddle-Monday along with her friend
and sister Pauline (Heil)
Casciola.
Rest in peace our dear
mother, until we meet
again.

Jane Gosla
Nov. 11, 1937-Feb. 9, 2013
Jane Gosla, age 75, of
Monroe, Michigan passed
away in her home on February 9, 2013, she had been
in declining health.
Jane was born November
11, 1937 in Monroe to William A. and Martha “Claire”
(Shontz) Sharkey, she
graduated from Monroe
High School in 1955 and
received an Associates Degree from Monroe County
Community College. Jane
married James W. Gosla
on June 20, 1969. Jane was
a very active member of
Christ Lutheran Church of
Monroe; she taught Sunday School for many years
and was a great mentor
to the younger members.
Jane was employed for over
20 years as a maintenance
worker for Monroe Public
Schools, retiring in 1998.
Jane enjoyed crocheting,
reading and spending time
with her family.
She is survived by her
husband James; children,
Joseph (Pam) Gosla of
Jonesville, MI, Jeffrey Nelson of Albuquerque, N.M.,
Gerard Gosla of Monroe,
William Gosla of Monroe,
Joy (Brian) Angove of Mon-

roe and Sheri (Richard) Urbany of Vassar, MI; siblings,
Jack Sharkey of Dearborn
Heights, MI, Faye (James)
Hill of Monroe and Susan
(John) Bolin of Thompson,
GA; grandchildren, Paul,
Hope, Kevin, Ciera, James,
Tyler and Akea Jaye; great
grandchildren, Gabriel, Jacob, Nathaniel, Kamren,
Harper Jane, Luke and
Cade. Jane was preceded in
death by her parents.
In keeping with Jane’s
wishes, cremation has
been held. A Celebration of
Her Life will be Friday February 22, 2013 at 1:00 P.M.
at Christ Lutheran Church
225 E. Elm Ave. Monroe,
Michigan 48162, Rev Dennis Bux will ofﬁciate. Those
wishing to make a donation, in lieu of ﬂowers, are
asked to please consider
Christ Lutheran Church
Sunday School Classes.
Allore Chapel-Martenson
Family of Funeral Homes
Monroe assisted the family
with arrangements. Online
condolences may be made
at www.allore.com.

D E AT H N O T I C E S

Rev. William O. Kneal
Feb. 11, 2013
The Rev. William O. Kneal, 93, of Dundee died at 3:52
p.m. Monday at Mercy Memorial Nursing Center. Arrangements by Merkle Funeral Service.

Barbara E. Alfrey
Feb. 9, 2013
Barbara E. Alfrey, age 73, of Stony Point died in her
home Saturday. Arrangements by Allore Chapel-Martenson Family of Funeral Homes.

CREMATION
$950
Tips for Today’s Families

Blanchard-Strabler
Funeral Home
(888) 221-1368 toll free
(419) 269-1111
WE operate our own crematory.
Your loved one never leaves our care.
Prices subject to change
without notice.

