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Bedford, road
crews to work
together on
snow removal
BY PAULA WETHINGTON
pwethington@monroenews.com

BEDFORD TOWNSHIP — If all
goes as planned, Bedford Township subdivision streets will see
a bit more attention in a timely
manner when it comes to snow
removal.
The extra efforts are coming
from Bedford Township itself.
As Supervisor Paul Pirrone
explained at Tuesday’s board
meeting, the
township will
dedicate three of
its maintenance
dump trucks
and employees
to help clear
neighborhood
streets while the
RANDY
Monroe County
PIERCE
Road Commission focuses
on the major routes. “We have
started snowplowing subdivisions already!” he said.
But in order to make this work,
residents are asked to park their
cars off the streets when there is
more than 1” of snow.
And since even three more
trucks can’t be everywhere at
once, Mr. Pirrone explained that
the township crews will start in
different areas each time they
work snow plow duty.
Also at the board meeting,
Randy Pierce, managing director of the Monroe County Road
Commission, explained the road
commission’s responsibilities
and limited resources when it
comes to snow removal.
“Bedford Township gets their
fair share of the money,” Mr.
Pierce assured the board and the
audience. “We are trying to give
the best service we can give.”
The road commission maintains about 1,500 miles of federal
and state highways, along with
many primary and local roads
in Monroe County. But Monroe
County has only 33 trucks —
way fewer than the number that
are available in Lucas County
(Ohio), Wayne or Washtenaw
counties.
As a result, some subdivision
streets, which are last on the list,
didn’t get a county snowplow
until Thursday as a follow up to
the most recent snowfall.
An alternative to waiting it out,
township trustee Nancy Tienvieri said, is for neighborhoods to
hire their own private snowplow
service.
“It gets you on the main roads
faster,” Mr. Pierce said about
private plow contracts.
But as other township board
members noted, such an arrangement requires homeowner
associations to levy and pay the
expense.
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RED KETTLE BELL KEEPS RINGING

— Monroe News photo by TOM HAWLEY

Dennis Brown, 61, of Monroe, who has Parkinson’s, enjoys helping out the Salvation Army Red Kettle drive ringing
the bell outside Hi-Lite Fresh Market in Monroe Township Tuesday. “I like to help people who are in need,” said Mr.
Brown. “I have been ringing the bell for several years,” he added “whereever they need me.” Mr. Brown was asked if
he heard the the bell in his sleep? He answered, “All night long.”

Pedestrian struck by car in parking lot
DUNDEE — A man suffered
minor injuries after he was
struck by a car while walking in
the Kroger store parking lot in
Dundee Tuesday afternoon.

The man complained of back
pain after the collision at the
store off M-50 about 5:30 p.m.
Tuesday, Central Dispatch reported.

The man refused treatment
by Dundee Township volunteer
firefighters who responded to
the scene, Fire Chief Dan Motylinski said.

Board, lawmakers say goodbye to two com
■ Two state lawmakers and

other commissioners paid
tribute to Commissioners Al
Potratz and R. Mark Ellsworth
who are leaving the county
board Dec. 31.
BY DEAN COUSINO
dean@monroenews.com

Monroe County government
is in good hands and the future
looks bright for the region.
That was a comment from Al
Potratz, outgoing vice chairman
of the Monroe County Board of
Commissioners at his ﬁnal meeting Tuesday night. Both Mr. Potratz and Commissioner R. Mark
Ellsworth are leaving Dec. 31 and
wished their comrades well in
the coming year.
“The county is in good shape
with the staff and people here,”
Mr. Potratz, a Berlin Township
resident, told about two dozen
persons in the audience. “I’ve
had a great time being a commissioner and serving my community… To have your residents
have confidence in you to do
their work, I’m very honored and
thankful.”

people accomplish something,
it’s very rewarding. This is true
for all of you. Your legacy will live
on.”
Rep. LaVoy said he got to know
Mr. Potratz, 72, when they campaigned together in the northcounty area.
AL POTRATZ
R. MARK
“I congratulate you for your
ELLSWORTH
public service,” the legislator
Mr. Ellsworth, who lives in said. “Many people don’t underBedford Township and grew up stand” what public service is.
in Saginaw County, is finishing
He read the resolution that recup his ﬁrst term in ofﬁce. He said ognized Mr. Potratz for his hard
the county was in “great hands”
work, dedication and a job well
as he leaves.
done. The resolution also praised
“It’s been an incredible two him for his “passion” and workyears,” the owner of DaCapo ing “diligently” for the people.
Coffee in Temperance said. “This
“ Yo u r e x p e r t i s e w i l l b e
county is great. I’ve learned a
missed,” Rep. LaVoy said.
lot.”
Commissioner Dan Donahue’s
State Sen. Dale Zorn, R-Ida,
ﬁnal two-year term on the nineand Rep. Bill LaVoy, D-Monroe,
member board also ends Dec.
presented a resolution passed
31.
by state lawmakers honoring Mr.
Mr. Potratz said of all the counPotratz on his eight years of service as a commissioner and as a ty boards he’s served on, “this
teacher for Airport Community might be the best” because of
the cooperation he’s seen.
Schools.
His wife, Julie, accompanied
“Local government is a wonderful place to learn about peo- him to the meeting.
TECNAVIA Jason Turner
ple and public service is Powered
a won- by
Commissioner
derful calling,” Sen. Zorn told also lauded the vice chairman
the board. “When you really help for mentoring him when he

