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NEW BUFFALO, Mich. 
(AP) — Police in Michi-
gan, Indiana and Ohio are 
planning a coordinated en-
forcement operation that 
seeks to reduce commer-
cial vehicle crashes along 
the I-94 corridor and other 
major freeways.

The effort involving 
Michigan State Police, In-
diana State Police and the 
Ohio State Highway Pa-
trol takes place Monday 
through Friday.

The enforcement op-
eration is dubbed “Eyes on 
94.” Motor carrier officers 
will focus on violations by 
commercial vehicles that 
are most likely to contrib-
ute to a crash, including 
speeding, following too 
closely, improper passing, 
distracted driving and im-
proper lane use.

The initiative is part of 
the “Toward Zero Deaths” 
traffic safety campaign, 
which is based on the na-
tional strategy on highway 
safety.

Michigan, 
Indiana, Ohio 
team on 
commercial 
vehicle operation

LANSING (AP) — The 
Michigan Department of 
Agriculture and Rural De-
velopment has a new grant 
program designed to boost 
industry and infrastructure 
in rural communities.

The department is offer-
ing grants for projects that 
would promote expansion 
and sustainability of land-
based industries such as 
farming, forestry, mining, 
oil and gas production and 
tourism.

Also eligible are projects 
supporting water, commu-
nications, transportation 
and other infrastructure in 
small communities.

Proposals will be evalu-
ated through a competitive 
process.

Grants available  
for projects to boost 
small communities

LANSING (AP) — A push to curtail 
health care benefits for current and 
future municipal retirees in Michi-
gan is setting off a fight between 
Republicans and local governments 
who say billions in debt can no lon-
ger be ignored and Democrats, po-
lice and other public workers who 
contend it would cheat people out 
of their coverage.

The newly introduced, GOP-
sponsored plan — which was the 
subject of an initial House hearing 
Thursday and could be enacted yet 
this year in the “lame-duck” session 
— has major components aimed at 
addressing $11 billion in unfunded 
health care liabilities.

Starting in May, newly hired mu-
nicipal workers would no longer 
qualify for health insurance in re-
tirement — which has applied to 
new teachers for four years. Local 
governments could instead contrib-
ute a maximum 2 percent of their 
base pay to a tax-deferred account 
such as a health savings plan.

In counties, cities, townships 
and villages that are not funding at 
least 80 percent of their liabilities, 
retirees would have to pay at least 
20 percent of the cost of their ben-
efit unless it is determined to be a 
“vested” benefit. Many public work-
ers have had to pay 20 percent since 
2012.

Retiree health benefits would be 
a prohibited subject of collective 
bargaining. Retirees who go work 
somewhere else could not get mu-
nicipal health insurance if coverage 
is available for their new employer. 
And a law that provides for binding 
arbitration for police and fire de-
partments in labor disputes would 
be amended to prohibit orders that 
include retiree health benefits.

The 13-bill package could result 
in “significant but indeterminate” 
savings for municipalities, accord-
ing to an initial House Fiscal Agency 
analysis.

A lead sponsor of the plan is out-
going House Speaker Kevin Cotter, 
which signals it will be a priority in 
the final two weeks of the two-year 
term. He pointed to Detroit’s bank-
ruptcy, which resulted in retirement 
benefits being cut, as a reason to act 
now.

“While it will require some addi-
tional employee contribution, this 
is a step forward toward protecting 
pension benefits, toward protect-
ing in this case (health) benefits,” 
said Cotter, R-Mount Pleasant. “If 
we allow it to go unaddressed for a 
longer period of time, we’re going to 
have that situation again where we 
have municipalities in bankruptcy. 
It is seriously that pressing. ... Let’s 
do something proactively now to 
save the programs.”

But Rep. Jeremy Moss, D-South-

field, called the legislation “incred-
ibly problematic” and said it should 
be dumped in favor of something 
else to help communities meet the 
“pervasive unfunded-liability prob-
lem.

“This is a cuts-only approach,” he 
said. “It’s very elementary. It’s very 
lazy and it’s very concerning to the 
many people it’s going to impact. 
We have six days left of this legisla-
tive session where we’re tackling an 
issue that could take a whole legis-
lative session to get right. To tackle 
an issue this important under ... du-
ress, which impacts the checkbooks 
of so many retirees in our state, is 
wrong.”

The debate comes as another ma-
jor retirement proposal — closing 
the pension system to newly hired 
school employees and giving them 
only a 401(k) instead — is stalled 
in the GOP-controlled Senate after 
narrowly clearing a committee on 
Wednesday. Republican Gov. Rick 
Snyder, who opposes the move and 
favors a hybrid pension-401(k) sys-
tem created in 2010, does want to 
tackle municipal legacy costs.

Unlike accrued pension benefits, 
which are protected by the Michi-
gan Constitution, health coverage 
for current employees and retirees 
can be scaled back.

Eric Scorsone, senior deputy state 
treasurer for finance, said many 
municipalities have as many retir-
ees as they do workers — making 
it “very difficult” from a budgetary 
standpoint. Unlike with pensions, 
which have been at least partially 
pre-funded for decades, most local 
governments did not account for 
their health liabilities until 2008 un-
der changed accounting standards, 
he said.

Michigan Legislature may curtail 
municipal retiree health benefits

BEDFORD TOWNSHIP 
— Al Prieur of Temper-
ance has been chosen as 
the deputy supervisor for 
Bedford Township, and is 
scheduled to be sworn in at 
the next Bedford Township 
Board meeting Tuesday. 

His experience includes 
marketing, business devel-
opment and strategic plan-
ning.

Supervisor Paul Pirrone 
said there were 27 ap-
plications. Two panels of 
four people each looked 
over the packets; then af-
ter phone interviews took 
place the candidates were 
narrowed to five finalists.

All five of them were 
good choices, Mr. Pirrone 
said, but Mr. Prieur stood 
out among that group.

“It was unanimous to 
pick Al,” he said.

After his election in No-
vember, Mr. Pirrone had 
asked for a deputy supervi-
sor in lieu of an administra-
tive assistant. Because the 
assistant job was eliminat-
ed, Kim Pollins, who had 
worked with the previous 
supervisor Greg Stewart, is 
no longer a township em-
ployee.

Al Prieur 
named 
deputy 
supervisor 
in Bedford

The Salvation Army of 
Monroe County will host 
a one-day signup for the 
Spirit of Christmas assis-
tance program on Wednes-
day. 

This is the last chance 
for eligible individuals and 
families who have not yet 
signed up to apply for the 
program. The applications 
will be accepted in person 
from 9 to 11:30 am. and 
from 1 to 4 p.m. that day at 
the Salvation Army, 815 E. 
First St., Monroe.

Those who are applying 
must bring a picture ID 
for all adults in the home, 
proof of Michigan residen-
cy, medical cards or birth 
certificates for all children 
in the home, reports of 
combined household in-
come or Michigan Bridge 
Card, and an original So-
cial Security card or gov-
ernment-issued document 
showing full names of each 
adult and children in the 
household.

For more information, 
call the Salvation Army at 
241-0440.

Salvation Army 
to hold signup for 
Spirit of Christmas

IDA TOWNSHIP — Gei-
ger Rd. between Ida East 
and Dunbar Rds. in Ida 
Township will be closed 
to traffic starting at 7 a.m. 
Monday for installation of 
a concrete box culvert over 
Pitts Creek. 

The road closure is 
scheduled to close for a 
minimum of two weeks, 
said Shawn Satterfield, 
project supervisor for the 
road commission. 

The posted detour uses 
Ida East, Lewis Ave. and 
Dunbar. No through traf-
fic will be allowed during 
the closure, Ms. Satterfield 
said.

Geiger Rd. 
to close Monday

— Photos by TAMMY MASSINGILL

Judge Lee Markham 
(above, center) and 

Monroe County Historical 
Museum employees judge 

the finalists in the First 
Ugly Sweater Contest at 

the museum. The contest 
was part of First Friday 
activities in downtown 
Monroe. This month’s 
theme is Holiday Hoe-

down. The winners of the 
contest (right photo) pose 

with a cardboard cutout 
of Gen. George Armstrong 

Custer (also dressed in 
an ugly sweater).  Holynn 

Laderach won for Most 
Creative Sweater and her 

daughter Hattie Lake won 
the Ugliest Sweater award. 
They received  sashes and 

downtown gift certificates.

REALLY UGLY 
SWEATERS 

SHOW UP 
DOWNTOWN

R O A D  W A T C H

DETROIT (AP)  — A 
Detroit man accused of 
amassing weapons and 
buying explosives has been 
hit with new charges, in-
cluding an allegation that 
he intended to kill some-
one and destroy property.

The suspect, Sebastian 
Gregerson, 29, was arrested 
July 31 during a sting oper-
ation at a Monroe gas sta-
tion. He’s also charged with 
possessing an unregistered 
destructive device and re-
ceiving explosive materials 
without a permit.

Gregerson has been 
locked up since August. 
Defense attorney David 
Tholen had described Gre-
gerson as a survivalist, but 
not a danger. Gregerson is 
an American Muslim who 
converted to Islam after 
high school.

FBI agents have said they 
found CDs with the name 
of cleric Anwar Al-Awlaki at 
Gregerson’s home.

Al-Awlaki ’s  Inter net 
sermons called for a war 
against the United States. 
He was killed in Yemen in 
2011.

Man arrested  
in Monroe 
with explosives 
intended to 
kill, destroy

“While it will require 
some additional 
employee contribution, 
this is a step forward 
toward protecting 
pension benefits, toward 
protecting in this case 
(health) benefits.”

— Kevin Cotter 
House speaker

Gene
Typewritten Text
Monroe News Dec 3,2016




