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Clerk ﬁles
to remove
opponent
from ballot
■ Jolene Upchurch’s lawsuit alleges
that Andrew William Frey failed
to list his home precinct on his
application and his name thus must
be stricken from the list of clerk
candidates.
BY RAY KISONAS
rayk@monroenews.com

— AP photo by DAVID GOLDMAN
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k Obama’s citizen- policy, entitlements and immigration. He was
about his temper- markedly more prepared and more detailed
in his answers than Trump was in last week’s
irginia Sen. Kaine, first presidential debate. He also was more
ttention in a race consistent in painting the Democratic ticket
ary Clinton, faced as career politicians unwilling to shake up
y vice presidential Washington.
“Hillary Clinton and Tim Kaine want more
use race perhaps of the same,” Pence said. He also repeatedly
favor, Pence outSee DEBATE, Page 7A
ive agenda on tax
Copyright 2016 Monroe Media Group 10/05/2016
October 5, 2016 7:09 pm (GMT +4:00)

After a Monroe judge ruled that a
candidate’s name for Erie Township supervisor must be stricken from the November ballot, the township’s clerk ﬁled
a new lawsuit this week seeking to have
the same legal decision made regarding
her opponent.
Incumbent Clerk Jolene Upchurch
on Monday filed a lawsuit in Monroe
County Circuit Court asking a judge to
remove her opponent’s name, Andrew
William Frey, from the ballot as her
challenger. The reason, according to
the lawsuit, was because Mr. Frey did
not ﬁll in the blank regarding his home
precinct.
That was precisely the same argument that Mr. Frey’s father, Erie Township Supervisor William D. Frey, used
in court last week to successfully have
his opponent’s name — Chris Trapp —
removed from the ballot. Mr. Frey admitted it was ironic that his successful
argument in court was used in a lawsuit
to have his son’s name removed from
the ballot.
“I find the whole thing ironic,” the
elder Mr. Frey said. “(Ms. Upchurch) is
the one who caused this problem in the
ﬁrst place.”
Monroe County and Erie Township
attorney Philip D. Goldsmith said one
of the main problems with the recent
lawsuit is time. Erie Township must
print new ballots without Mr. Trapp’s
name on them followed Friday’s ruling.
If 38th Circuit Judge Michael A. Weipert
rules that Andrew Frey’s name also be
removed, it could be too late. A hearing
to address the latest lawsuit is scheduled for next week.
“We’re quickly running out of time,”
Mr. Goldsmith said. “Logistically, it’ll be
a real issue.”
He added that if the judge rules in Ms.
Upchurch’s favor, then the younger Mr.
Frey’s name could remain on the Nov. 8
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Ballot (cont.)
ballot but all votes for him
would be eliminated. The
elder Mr. Frey said that
will not be necessary because he said the lawsuit
was ﬁled too late.
Mr. Frey contends there
is a 45-day rule to have a
candidate’s name removed
from the ballot, and there
is 36 days left until the
election from when the
time the lawsuit was ﬁled.
His lawsuit to have Mr.
Trapp’s name removed
was ﬁled in July.
“She’s known about this
for months,” Mr. Frey said
of his son’s opponent.
Ms. Upchuch’s attorney,
Kerry L. Bondy, could not
be reached for comment.
The issue involving the
removal of names from
ballots now extends beyond Erie Township after
Judge Weipert ruled last
week that candidates must
fill in the blank on their

Refuge (cont.)
remarks at the ceremony
hosted by the International Wildlife Refuge Alliance,
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and others. Both Gibraltar Administrator Derek Thiel and Clerk Cynthia
Lehr also attended.
“It’s quite a gift,” Ms.
Lehr said Tuesday. “It’s
amazing what those two
did there.”
The property is near the
4,040-acre Pointe Mouillee
State Game Area that’s
managed by the Michigan Department of Natural Resources, the refuge’s
204-acre Strong Unit that
includes coastal wetlands
and the refuge’s 224-acre
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candidate applications
that ask in which precinct
they live.
The judge ruled on Friday the law clearly states
that candidates must
specify which precinct
they live on the application. Mr. Trapp, along with
about 40 other candidates
across the county, did not
supply that information
because it was common
practice to leave it blank.
Mr. Goldsmith said all
county candidates, such
as for sheriff, did provide
their precinct. The 40 or
so others who did not fill
in the blank are running
as trustees and other positions in townships and villages. Mr. Goldsmith said
since the ruling he knows
of no other lawsuit being
filed to remove names,
aside from the one by Ms.
Upchurch.
Andrew Frey acknowledged that the ruling
could have countywide

implications, stating that
many candidates “made
the same mistake.”
“I find it ironic that the
clerk did not inform us
that it was wrong,” he said.
According to the lawsuit,
the younger Mr. Frey, 39,
indicated on his application for the clerk candidacy that his name was William Frey, the same first
name as his father who is
the incumbent supervisor. He explained that his
middle name is William
and at the time he was ﬁling for the clerk’s position,
he was in the process of legally changing his name to
William Frey. He said only
that the reasons were “of
other matters.”
But he said he no longer
is pursuing changing his
name and will remain Andrew William Frey. His father added that it was perfectly legal for candidates
to use their middle names
if they wish.

Brancheau Unit.
The couple converted
the former grain ﬁelds on
the property into a variety
of uses. They dug seven
ponds, built an eagle nesting platform and planted
at least 100 trees on the
site, she said. It took Mr.
Taylor, 75, three years to
remove Phragmites, an
invasive species of large
perennial grasses found in
wetlands.
“ They are going to
keep it like it is,” she said.
“That’s what we wanted.”
There are beaver, coyotes, muskrat, mink, wood
ducks, geese, great blue
herons, snowy egrets and
other waterfowl on the
property.

“We planted lotus beds,
and this was the ﬁrst year
they bloomed,” she noted.
Her husband of 26 years
came to the area when he
was 10. He has worked on
improving ecology on the
land ever since.
“He loves to work outside,” Mrs. Taylor said. “He
is retired, but has (some
health) issues now, so he’s
not doing as much.”
◆

◆

◆

The refuge includes nearly
6,000 acres along 48 miles
of the lower Detroit River
and western Lake Erie.
More information about the
refuge is available online at
http://www.fws.gov/refuge/
detroit–river.

noted that the spruce tree
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Bill Shrout
June 26, 1927-Oct. 3, 2016

Bill Shrout, 89, husband
of Della Shrout, passed
away Monday, Oct. 3 in Mt.
Sterling, Ky.
He was born June 26,
1927, in
Bath County, Ky. He
lived in
Monroe for
many years
and was
e m p l oy e d
as assistant
store manager by Kline’s Department
store in Monroe for many
years. After retirement in
1993, the couple moved to
Mt. Sterling, Ky. He was a
World War II veteran. They
celebrated their 69th wedding anniversary on Sunday, Oct. 2.
In addition to his wife,
he is survived by 2 sons,
Thomas (Cheryl) Shrout
of Aurora, Ohio, and Tim
(Brenda) Shrout of Union,
Ky.; 3 grandchildren, Andrew (Colleen) Shout of
Aurora, Ben and Elizabeth Shrout of Union, Ky.,
and one great-grandson,
Conor-Thomas Shrout of
Aurora.
Visitation was held Tuesday at Herald and Stewart Funeral Home in Mt.
Sterling, Ky., where funeral services will be at 10
a.m. today. Burial will be
at Crownhill Cemetery in
Sharpsburg, Ky.
Memorials can be made
to the First Presbyterian
Church in Mt. Sterling, Ky.

Judith Ann Walczybock
March 27, 1942Sept. 30, 2016

Judith Ann Walczybock,
age 74 of Newport, passed
away September 30, 2016,
from
a long
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battle with
Idiopathic

