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Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment
of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or
abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the
right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition
the Government for a redress of grievances.
— The First Amendment to the U.S. Constitution

OUR VIEW

X TO THE POINT
A national campaign is encouraging girls to take the lead with confidence and pride.

Ban the slogans;
nurture leaders
A new women-inleadership campaign has
been introduced with the
tagline: Ban Bossy. Easy
to remember, attentiongetting and short, the
phrase is a quick way into
the subject.
But we hope this slogan
doesn’t trivialize a signiﬁcant message: We need
more girls to take a lead
role in education, business, medicine, government, science, arts …
and every other human
endeavor.
The “Lean In” movement
was proﬁled in a recent Parade magazine. The three
powerful women at the
top of the campaign are
Condoleezza Rice, former
secretary of state; Sheryl
Sandberg, chief operating
ofﬁce for Facebook and
self-made billionaire, and
Anna Maria Chavez, chief
executive ofﬁcer of the Girl
Scouts of the USA.
They are joined by celebrities and achievers in
a series of public information messages. “I’m not
bossy,” says Beyonce. “I’m
the boss.”
No one is arguing with
her!
Despite the star power
and the stimulating music,
the message needs to seep
into America’s small towns,
elementary and middle
schools and average families of every means and
makeup: Girls, too, should
lead.
By middle school, fewer
girls than boys want to
lead or are willing to try.
Old stereotypes still rule,
and many girls are not
encouraged or supported
in taking leadership roles.
In fact, they are discouraged. They are more likely
to win approval for being
nice, supportive of others,
accommodating and/or
soft-spoken.
Leading, however, does
not mean a person can’t

be those things. It means
adding other traits that
maximize her (or his) potential, contribution and
inﬂuence.
In the Parade article, the
Ban Bossy women talked
about their childhoods
and lessons learned that
got them where they are.
Some of the points they
made are:
■ Grab small opportunities to lead to get experience. Pick something that
needs doing and get it
done. It takes practice and
practice builds conﬁdence.
■ Find a supportive
network. Each woman had
parents who went against
the stereotypes. Ms.
Chavez’s mother expected
her to run meetings and
her brothers to cook. Ms.
Rice’s parents made her
“president” of the family at
age 4. Others are encouraged by teachers or employers. More than 14,000
women are now participating in “Lean In Circles” to
encourage one another to
aim higher.
■ Learn to accept criticism and forge ahead. Ms.
Rice said in her experience
most people don’t want to
lead but they want to tell
others how to do it.
■ Watch leadership in
action. Absorb what works
and avoid what looks like
pitfalls.
■ Think about the
future. Risk-taking and
success now can open
doors through which girls
in later generations will
walk without encountering
obstacles.
If there is one trait
needed now in America,
it’s courageous, intelligent, effective leadership.
Men and women of skill
and conviction are sorely
needed, and it starts with
boys and girls. We can’t
afford not to look for leaders, and gender should not
limit the possibilities.

A FEW WORDS FROM NEWSMAKERS

“We’re in this with you, together.”
— Vice President Joe Biden,
in Lithuania trying to reassure nations bordering Russia on
the U.S. commitment to them.
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Bedford Schools millage request just another example of poor spending
On May 6, a vote will be held in
Bedford Township that, if passed,
will put the taxpayers in debt for
$70 million for 30 years. The school
board has decided to spend $15,000
for this special election. Why put
out $15,000 for a special election
when they could have held this vote
along with the August primary and
the cost would have been minimal?
The superintendent talks about
the age of our schools and how it is
cheaper to tear down than to update. I questioned how Whiteford,
Ida, Summerﬁeld, Deerﬁeld and
Blissﬁeld have buildings that were
built at about the same time as ours
and they are still using them every
day. Those districts had not torn
any down nor let any sit empty and
collapse, as Bedford did with the
35-year-old high school on Douglas
Rd.
I have lived in Bedford since 1959,
and I remember how an irresponsible school administration spent
the township into oblivion, buying acres of farmland and building
schools we did not need. In the

Letters are welcome
Letters on matters of public
interest are welcome. Full name,
address and telephone number
are required. Anonymous letters
and those without veriﬁable
names and addresses will not be
published. Letters are limited to
400 words. The e-mail address is
letters@monroenews.com.

’70s, people were ﬂeeing Bedford
due to high property taxes. Bedford
Schools still owns 306 acres of land
that is tax-exempt.
I remember when the administration was in the old high school,
located at Monroe and Secor Rds.
They said that building was not
suitable for human habitat and
spent taxpayer money to relocate to
their present location on Sterns Rd.
It seems that private businesses do
not have a problem with that building; businesses and a restaurant are
still there.

I would support a short-term
levy to re-roof or do maintenance,
but I will not support a $70 million venture that will put my kids
and grandkids in debt for 30 years,
especially when large portions of
this levy will go for remodeling the
administration building, putting
Astroturf on the football ﬁeld, over
$1 million to tear down three of our
schools and spending almost $18
million to build a new elementary
school. The administration claims
that this levy will only amount to
about $180 a year in additional
taxes on the average home, but
they fail to mention the yearly tax
increases that are almost automatic
due to reassessment of properties
and special assessments for ditchcleaning, lighting, etc.
Instead of tearing down our
schools, why not make one of them
a trade school for kids who cannot
afford to, or don’t want to, go to
college.

George E. Sailer
Temperance

X OTHER VIEWPOINTS

Congress needs to ﬁx FOIA
Lawmakers should give public’s right to know more weight
they have the effect of law. In recent
years, we have seen the government
use Exemption 5 to hide the legal
he Freedom of Information Act
basis of controversial government
(FOIA) is a critical law for makpractices, including the torture of
ing sure the public has a ﬁghtdetainees, the use of drones to kill
ing chance to get copies of records
American citizens abroad and the
the government might not want it to
Federal Bureau of Investigation’s
see. For more than 40 years, people
ability to easily access Americans’
have used the FOIA to uncover
telephone records.
evidence of government waste,
Exemption 5, is intended in large
Congress cannot continue to alfraud, abuse and illegality. More be- part to allow agency ofﬁcials the
nignly, FOIA has been used to better freedom to share ideas and advice
low the government to abuse FOIA’s
understand the development and
exemption to keep the public in the
off the record. The government’s
effects — positive and negative — of reliance on the privilege is much
dark about the law of the land.
the federal government’s policies.
The ﬁrst step toward reigning in
more extensive, however. Over time,
The importance of open governthe use of Exemption 5 is to add a
the government has expanded the
ment and the dangers of excessive
public interest balancing test to the
scope of material it considers suband unnecessary secrecy are paraject to Exemption 5 to the point that exemption. If the government is not
mount now, as we observe Sunshine it covers practically anything that is convinced that the requested docuWeek (March 16-22).
not a ﬁnal version of a document.
ments would advance the public
Among many people who frequent- interest, a requester still would have
The FOIA was created to help
ly ﬁle FOIA requests, Exemption 5 is the opportunity to ask the court to
strike a balance between protectreferred to as the government’s “We independently consider the public
ing the government’s legitimate
don’t want to give it to you” exemp- interest in release.
interests and making sure that we
tion.
the public have the information
Secondly, Congress should specify
we need to make informed deciIn one particularly egregious
that the exemption should not
sions about what we will allow the
example, the government has been be used to withhold information
government to do in our name. Un- relying on Exemption 5 to deny the forever. In the case of the president’s
fortunately, in some important ways public access to copies of opinions
records, the law only allows records
that delicate balance has swung
by the Department of Justice’s Ofﬁce to be kept from the public for 12
too far in favor of the government,
of Legal Counsel. Although the gov- years. Surely we should not accord
especially through the overuse of
ernment argues that these memos
more secrecy to agency business
the “deliberate process privilege.”
are simply advice from the presithan we allow the president of the
And we need Congress to provide
dent’s lawyers, the reality is that
United States.
a counterweight on the side of the
these memos include the governpublic’s right to know by putting
Amy Bennett is assistant director of
ment’s reading of what agencies are
tight boundaries around its use.
OpenTheGovernment.org. This op-ed
allowed to do under statute. And,
previously appeared in The Hill.
This privilege, covered by FOIA’s
once OLC opinions are adopted,
BY AMY BENNETT
American Forum
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