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Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment
of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or
abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the
right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition
the Government for a redress of grievances.
— The First Amendment to the U.S. Constitution

OUR VIEW

▼

To the point

Justice has been denied on a shocking scale thanks to long delays
on thousands of sexual assault cases in Detroit.

In 2009, about 11,000
abandoned rape evidence kits were found in a
Detroit police warehouse.
That discovery shocked
and outraged the nation:
It meant thousands of
sexual assault victims were
denied justice over many
years.
It also meant that untold
numbers of unprosecuted
predators were free to rape
again and again. One estimate was that a hundred
serial rapists were at large
in Wayne County alone.
Yet, nearly ﬁve years
later, only about 2,000 of
the abandoned kits have
been tested and matched
with suspects on a national DNA database. One
reason: The tests cost
several hundred dollars
apiece. Fortunately, the
Michigan Legislature has
appropriated $4 million to
send the rest of the kits to
private labs for testing.
Unfortunately, that won’t
be the end of the story.
Even when DNA matches
to suspects are found — as
is the case so far with 500
of the abandoned Detroit
kits — victims have to be
found and interviewed,
and prosecutors have to
build the cases. That, too,
costs money, and time.
But let’s start with this
basic fact: Rape kits are
worthless unless they are
tested, and in a timely
manner.
So it’s encouraging that
state lawmakers recently
introduced a bill to set
a time limit for testing.
The Sexual Assault Kit
Evidence Submission Act
would require law enforcement to submit rape
evidence to a designated
laboratory within 14 days.
The measure also requires
that the evidence be analyzed within three months
“provided that sufﬁcient
stafﬁng and resources are
available to do so.”
That language might
sound like hedging, but
it’s necessary at least in
part to abide by Michigan’s

constitutional ban against
passing unfunded state
mandates along to local
governments. Nevertheless, the state should
be ready to help cashstrapped local units bear
the necessary costs. Consider it a partial restoration
of revenue sharing, which
has been cut drastically
over the past decade.
Senate Bill 901 has
bipartisan support, with
11 Democratic and nine
Republican co-sponsors.
Its adoption would make
Michigan the ﬁfth state
to set time limits to test
rape kits. Illinois, Texas,
Colorado and Ohio are the
other states.
Clearly, delays for rape
kit testing aren’t solely a
Detroit, or even a Michigan, problem. The national
backlog has been put at
400,000.
Mariska Hargitay, star
of NBC’s “Law & Order:
Special Victims Unit,”
recently appeared with
Wayne County Prosecutor
Kym Worthy to publicize
the issue. Ms. Hargitay,
founder and president of
Joyful Heart Foundation,
observed: “One would
assume that if someone
endures a four- to six-hour
examination, that that evidence would be handled
with care.”
President Barack
Obama’s proposed ﬁscal
2015 budget includes a $35
million grant program to
get rape kits tested, help
create “cold case” squads
and support sexual assault
victims.
The new emphasis on
clearing backlogs and
preventing future delays
is overdue but welcome.
It’s bad enough that 11,000
rape kits were abandoned
in Michigan for years;
worse yet that the large
majority of them have yet
to be tested nearly ﬁve
years after their discovery.
For the sake of justice and
public safety, let’s make
sure that doesn’t happen
again.
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LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Voters must watch bond proposals to maintain focus
Bedford voters have spoken! In the privacy of the
voting booth, all the smoke
and mirrors, fabricated
needs and intimidation
have not inﬂuenced the
voters.
The assault on the taxpayers of this community
has been appalling! Shame
on those individuals who
wasted $30,000-plus on a
“special election” for dol-

lars spent on everything
but academic issues.
The emphasis needs
to focus on the quality of
education that is being
provided, not the construction of the Taj Mahals.
Be advised: When they
introduce their next bond
issue, it will be scrutinized.
Give us dedicated spending focused on educationbased elements, cur-

riculum and the like. No
blank checks for unrelated
spending or special interest that is not previously
outlined in a bond issue. A
maintenance program for
our existing buildings and
supporting equipment as
well, is desperately needed.
Remember, we will be
watching!

Mike Jacobs
Temperance

Letters welcome
Letters on matters
of public interest are
welcome. Full name,
address and telephone number are
required. Letters are
limited to 400 words
and may be edited
for brevity. The e-mail
address is letters@
monroenews.com.
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Without testing,
rape kits useless

Whistling past the bad polls
Media networks fall silent on positive Republican ratings
BY L. BRENT BOZELL III AND TIM GRAHAM

I

n March, 2006, CBS News announced that President George
W. Bush had stumbled into a
“record low” approval rating of 34
percent. All the other networks
jumped on the poll. CNN was
reporting the number every hour
on the hour. The survey conﬁrmed
their suspicions. The wheels on the
Bush presidency had come off.
Last week, ABC and the Washington Post found
President Barack
Obama is “facing the
worst poll numbers of
his presidency,” with
an approval rating of
41 percent, and 52
percent disapproving.
L. Brent
It’s another adminisBozell III tration on political life
Creators
support. ABC offered
Syndicate
its own survey a mere
18 seconds of attention from “Good Morning America”
on April 29, and nothing on its own
news that night. The others said
nothing.
ABC morning anchor Amy
Robach noted: “And President
Obama is returning to Washington
today, facing the worst poll numbers of his presidency. His approval
rating has dropped to 41 percent,
mostly because of the economy.”
That was the alpha and omega.
They had no time for anything
else, including the other numbers.
ABC’s Web site expanded a bit. “Registered voters by 53-39 percent in
the national survey say they’d rather
see the Republicans in control of
Congress as a counterbalance to
Obama’s policies than a Democratic-led Congress to help support
him.” How was that not part of the
story in either the ABC morning or
evening TV news reports?
ABC’s poll was no ﬂuke. Shortly
thereafter, NBC News and The Wall
Street Journal found Obama’s approval rating at 44 percent and 50
percent disapproving, which is still
awful. NBC morning anchor Natalie
Morales spent only 46 seconds on
the poll numbers, this time giving it
NBC’s shameless Team Obama spin.

“

When Republicans are sinking in the polls, no one
can miss it. The liberal media won’t let them. But when
Republicans are rising the polls, mum’s the word... This
is the rule within an industry that has abandoned all
pretenses of professional ethics.”

“President Obama’s popularity is
up slightly, and so is his embattled
health care law, this according to
the latest NBC News/Wall Street
Journal poll. The president’s approval rating is at 44 percent. That’s
up three points since March. Still,
though, 50 percent of those polled
disapprove of the job the president
is doing.”
Up three points since March?
How would anyone know that?
When NBC News found Obama
at his all-time low at 41 percent in
March, NBC completely ignored its
own results. The Wall Street Journal
noted this three-point rise is within
the poll’s margin of error, meaning
the numbers may not have changed
since the nadir in March — a fact
also omitted from NBC’s new reporting.
On “Morning Joe,” NBC senior
White House cheerleader Chuck
Todd actually celebrated these poll
numbers, pointing out that Obama’s
and Obamacare’s approval numbers
had now risen to the level right before the botched rollout of Healthcare.gov on Oct. 1, 2013, as if it was
the rollout debacle that caused
them to become unpopular. Joe
Scarborough shot back that Obamacare pre-rollout was approved by
only 36 percent. It has never been
close to popular.
Back in October, the Associated
Press GfK Poll found Obama’s approval rating at a dismal 37 percent.
As to be expected, the networks ignored the poll ﬁndings. Amazingly,
AP almost did as well. Radio hosts
mocked the AP for burying the
number in the eighth paragraph of a
story headlined: “Poll: No Heroes In

Shutdown, GOP Gets Most Blame.”
When Republicans are sinking
in the polls, no one in America can
miss it. The liberal media won’t let
them. But when Republicans are
rising in the polls, mum’s the word.
It’s quite easy for the average voter
to miss it. The average voter has no
concept of it. This is not an isolated
example from a single source. This
is the rule within an industry that
has abandoned all pretenses of
professional ethics.
Try this one. On May 5, USA Today
published the front-page headline:
“Poll shows biggest advantage for
Republicans in 2 decades.” The GOP
advantage was only 47 percent to
43, but USA Today pointed out this
is “the strongest tilt to Republican
candidates at this point in a midterm year in at least two decades,
including before partisan ‘waves’ in
1994 and 2010 that swept the GOP
into power.” That’s not all. Sixty-ﬁve
percent of Americans “want the
president elected in 2016 to pursue
different policies and programs
than the Obama administration.”
The networks? Quiet as church
mice. It sounds ridiculous, but no
“news” reporter wants the country
to know the direction the country is
going in.

L. Brent Bozell III is the president of
the Media Research Center. Tim Graham is director of media analysis at
the Media Research Center and executive editor of the blog NewsBusters.org.
To find out more about Brent Bozell III
and Tim Graham, and read features
by other Creators Syndicate writers
and cartoonists, visit www.creators.
com.

