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OUR VIEW

To the point
Deer are most active now through December, which is good for 
hunters and bad for motorists.

▼

▼   LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

HOW TO CONTACT THE OFFICEHOLDERS

President Barack H. Obama, 1600 Pennsylvania Ave., N.W., Washing-
ton, D.C. 20500, Phone: (202) 456-1414; Web site: whitehouse.gov/
contact

The Hon. Carl M. Levin, U.S. Senate, Washington, D.C. 20510 
Phone (202) 224-6221; fax: (202) 224-1388; Web site: levin.senate.gov

The Hon. Debbie Stabenow, U.S. Senate, Washington, D.C. 20510
Phone (202) 224-4822; e-mail: senator@stabenow.senate.gov

The Hon. Tim Walberg, 2436 Rayburn House Office Building, Washing-
ton, D.C. 20515. Phone: (202) 225-6276, (517) 780-9075; fax: (202) 
225-6281; Web site: walberg.house.gov

The Hon. Gov. Rick Snyder, P.O. Box 30013, Lansing, MI 48909
Phone: (517) 335-7858, fax: (517) 335-6863; Web site: mich.gov/gov

Sen. Randy Richardville,  P.O. Box 30036, Lansing, MI 48909
Phone: (866) 556-7917; fax: (517) 373-0927; e-mail: senrichard-
ville@senate.michigan.gov

Sen. Patrick Colbeck, P.O. Box 30036, 1020 Farnum Building, Lansing, 
MI 48909. Phone: (517) 373-7350 or (866) 262-7307; fax: (517) 
373-9228; e-mail: senpcolbeck@senate.michigan.gov

Rep. Bill LaVoy, N696 House Office Building, P.O. Box 30014, Lansing, 
MI 48909. Phone: (517) 373-1530; fax: (517) 373-1575; e-mail: billlavoy@
house.mi.gov

Rep. Dale W. Zorn, N990 House Office Building, P.O. Box 30014, Lan-
sing, MI 48909. Phone: (517) 373-2617, (877) 967-6056; fax: (517) 373-
5782; e-mail: dalewzorn@house.mi.gov 

Rep. Patrick Somerville, S-787 House Office Building, P.O. Box 30014, 
Lansing, MI 48909, Phone: (517) 373-0855, (866) 725-2929; e-
mail: patsomerville@house.mi.gov

Whether you are voting 
for or against the MCCC 
millage I ask that you 
consider voting in new 
members of the board. 
The financial problems 
at the college are not new 
or unexpected. As a result 
they highlight the need for 
new leadership. In light of 
the crumbling infrastruc-
ture, lack of raises in six 
to eight years and inap-
propriate spending by the 
board, I ask that you hold 
these people accountable. 
The recent lavish party 
thrown for politicians is 
just one example of poor 
fiscal decision-making. It 
also leaves me wondering 
if personal agenda isn’t in-
fluencing these decisions. 

The proposed millage 
will provide an additional 
$6 million annually to 
MCCC. As our property 
values go up so do our 

taxes and the amount 
the college receives. This 
millage is not designed to 
ever end even after the fis-
cal crisis is over. Perhaps 
MCCC could create a 
general education fund 
supporting pre-K through 
high school education. 
MCCC could work closely 
with these teachers to 
fund important projects 
in early education. We 
should do all that we can 
to ensure that our children 
make it to college.

The money generated 
by the millage needs to 
be managed by highly 
skilled individuals. Several 
of the candidates run-
ning have those skills 
and would provide great 
leadership and direction. 
Jack Schwab’s banking 
background and commu-
nity work make him the 
ideal candidate. Lynette 

Dowler’s background as a 
DTE Energy plant man-
ager dealing with much 
larger budgets makes her 
a great candidate. Her par-
ticipation as a member of 
the Foundation at MCCC 
shows her commitment. 
Both Mr. Schwab and Ms. 
Dowler attended MCCC 
on their path to higher 
education.

This is a great oppor-
tunity to put MCCC and 
the future of our children 
on a sustainable and 

successful path. Please 
do your research! Speak 
to the people who work 
at the college for their 
insight. Request informa-
tion about the spending 
practices of the board. 
Interview candidates and 
board members. And ask 
who has the knowledge, 
skills and relationships 
needed to guarantee suc-
cess. 

Jean Dahm
Monroe

Approving millage will only help if new trustees can properly handle money

A recent letter to the ed-
itor informed us that the 
president is not running 
for that office again. The 
writer says he isn’t and he 
can’t. That’s good news for 
56 percent of Americans.

I’m sure most thinking 
Americans already knew 
that. On one of the presi-
dent’s recent campaign 
stops he did admit that, 
although he is not running 
for president, his policies 
are front and center. 

The writer also states 
that people are focus-
ing on the president’s 
perceived shortcomings 
that distract the voters 
from the real issues. I’m 
wondering if one of those 
perceived shortcomings is 
not being able to recog-
nize the truth.

Following are a few of 
the president’s zingers: 
“The public will have 
five days to look at every 
bill that lands on my 
desk.” “I am focused like 
a laser on creating jobs.” 
“The IRS is not targeting 
anyone, not a smidgeon 
of corruption.” Last but 
not least are the best ever: 
“You can keep your family 
doctor, period.” “If you 
like it you can keep your 
current healthcare plan, 
period.” “Premiums will 
be lowered $2,500 and 
Obamacare will be good 
for America.”

The writer dwells on 
Michigan’s road problem. 
I agree that Michigan 
roads are in dire straits be-
cause they have been left 
to crumble by past admin-

istrations. Perhaps after 
the elections a funding 
plan will be agreed upon 
to benefit all Michigan 
taxpayers.

The nation recently  
found out that this 
administration can walk 
and chew gum at the 
same time. The Consumer 
Product Safety Commis-
sion published a proposed 
rule that would require 
Christmas lights and 
other holiday lighting to 
comply with new safety 
standards before they can 
be imported or sold in 
the United States. Seems 
like too many people are 
dying while putting up 
Christmas lights. From 
2008 to 2013, 1.2 deaths a 
year have been reported.

Contrast that startling 

report to the fact that Dr. 
Tom Frieden, director 
of the Center For Dis-
ease Control, refuses to 
support a travel ban for 
people from West Africa 
to enter the United States. 
Over 160 people enter 
America every day from 
West Africa. Priorities: 
Ban Christmas lights or 
ban potential Ebola virus 
carriers?

Have no fear, ISIS and 
Ebola has kept Obam-
acare out of the headlines, 
until now. Washington 
Times, Oct. 15, “Obam-
acare Web site Won’t 
Reveal Insurance Costs for 
2015 Until After The Elec-
tion.” As Gomer would 
say, “Surprise! Surprise!”

Dick Esper
Carleton

Health overhaul has avoided making headlines, but not for much longer

I would like to respond 
to the Mr. Jacobs letter 
to the editor suggesting 
that our community not 
support their schools 
because, in his opinion, 
the school system, and 
apparently the children it 
serves, doesn’t deserve it.

The board did not create 
the problems. Problems 
started when funding 
sources were cut by 20 
percent over the last few 
years. They cut expen-
ditures by $10 million in 
that same time by doing 
things like consolidation, 
concessions, etc. 

Mr. Jacobs feels they 
should make tough deci-
sions like consolidation. 

They consolidated five 
elementary schools into 
three. That was not a 
tough decision?! Ask any 
former SRE or TRE fami-
lies how they felt about 
that.

Mr. Jacobs cited the 
plight of auto industry, 
builders and retailers: 
taxpayers that lost homes, 
wages, benefits, dreams. 
He should add the school 
staff to that list. Those tax-
paying community mem-
bers lost jobs, had wages 
and benefits reduced, too. 
Across the board, employ-
ees already have taken 
concessions that Mr. Ja-
cobs is advocating. And he 
thinks they should priva-

tize. Which tax-paying 
members of our commu-
nity do you think should 
be forced out of their jobs 
to be replaced by outsider 
companies whose only 
goal is to make a profit on 
our children? 

He feels we need to 
do that to “enable more 
financial attention to 
be directed at upgrades 
in the most important 
area — education.” But 
then says he feels that an 
unreasonable percentage 
of expenses is spent on 
payroll. Education is a ser-
vice. You do not get from 
ABC to E=mc2 without 
employing teachers. 

Yes, Bedford has relied 

on the community to 
help with building and 
improvements of facilities. 
That has been the respon-
sibility of communities 
across the country for 
hundreds of years. I think 
Bedford children should 
be entitled to get a qual-
ity education from their 
public school system and 
they are entitled to attend 
buildings that are safe and 
secure which is the goal 
of the sinking fund. It is 
a renewal; your taxes will 
NOT increase. There is 
no extension of credit so 
no interest payments are 
involved.

Sandy Kraine
Lambertville

Further consolidation will only hurt children; support Bedford tax renewal

Letters are welcome

Letters on matters of public interest are welcome. Full 
name, address and telephone number are required. 
Anonymous letters and those without verifiable 
names and addresses will not be published. Letters 
are limited to 400 words and may be edited for brev-
ity. The e-mail address is letters@monroenews.com. 

The rut, a term used to 
describe the whitetail deer 
mating season, is under 
way. And while this annual 
biological event is a bless-
ing to hunters, it can be a 
burden to motorists.

During this time of year 
the buck chases the doe 
and that means they are 
on the move. It also means 
they are more visible in the 
woods and along roads.

So motorists need to 
be extra cautious. In 2013 
there were 49,205 ac-
cidents involving deer 
across the state, which 
means they occur every 
nine minutes, according 
to the Insurance Institute 
of Michigan. These types 
of crashes cost about $130 
million a year. And the 
average vehicle-deer col-
lision causes about $2,100 
in damage, the organiza-
tion reported.

In Monroe County there 
were 348 reported acci-
dents involving deer last 
year, a slight increase from 
2012. They are costly and 
also can be deadly. Across 
the state 12 people lost 
their lives in vehicle-deer 
accidents in 2013. Another 
1,200 were injured.

How can you prevent 
hitting a deer with your 
vehicle? In most cases, you 
can’t. The animals often 
appear out of nowhere. 

And in many cases, the 
motorist doesn’t have time 
to react. But drivers can 
help themselves to prevent 
a bad accident from turn-
ing into a tragedy.

As reported in Mon-
day’s Monroe News, Blake 
Doom of LaSalle was one 
of dozens of motorists 
who hit a deer this year. 
Like so many others, the 
deer seemed to appear 
out of nowhere. But Mr. 
Doom did exactly what the 
experts and police strongly 
suggest: He didn’t swerve 
to avoid the animal.

Natural instinct tells a 
driver to swerve to avoid 
an object in the road. But 
that only leads to potential 
disaster. Quickly swerving 
at even moderate speeds 
can cause the driver to lose 
control. And not only can 
the vehicle enter the oppo-
site lane, it can hit another 
object, such as a tree, or 
roll over.

So if hitting a deer is 
inevitable, hit the brakes, 
stay in your lane and 
hold on. It’s important for 
motorists to keep that in 
the back of their minds be-
cause seeing a deer along 
the road is a common oc-
currence especially now. 

And while nobody likes 
their vehicle getting dam-
aged, it’s better than suf-
fering injuries or worse.

Deer in headlights? 
Just don’t swerve

A FEW WORDS FROM NEWSMAKERS

“The bottom line is the guidelines didn’t work for that 
hospital.” 

— CDC director Dr. Tom Frieden, 

who announced new guidelines to promote head-to-toe 
protection for health workers treating Ebola patients.


