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   GUEST EDITORIAL

▼   LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

As a Monroe County 
resident, particularly 
south county, I would like 
to take this opportunity to 
make tax-paying residents 
aware of the truth behind 
the Monroe County Com-
munity College (MCCC) 
countywide additional 
millage request.  

Currently, south county 
residents pay 2.1794 mills 
to MCCC.  That repre-
sents approximately $2.1 
million a year from south 
county residents alone. 
This millage has been in 
existence for the past 34 
years and will continue in 

perpetuity, which means 
forever.

MCCC is now asking 
south county residents to 
pay an additional 1 mill on 
top of the already-existing 
2.1794 mills which will 
also continue in perpetu-
ity. Combined, it will total 
3.1794 mills.

MCCC states in their 
literature that, “MCCC has 
proven to be an excellent 
financial steward of the 
county’s tax dollars…” 
That statement is false 
and insulting to the 
intelligence of tax-paying 

residents.  The truth is 
that MCCC was financially 
stable until the board of 
trustees voted to build 
its multi-million-dollar 
technology center without 
having the financing 
secured. They made this 
decision during one of the 
worst economic times our 
country had seen since 
the Great Depression. The 
technology center was 
an estimated $17 million 
project. The only financ-
ing that was secured was 
$8 million from the State 
of Michigan, thus leaving 
an enormous shortfall.  

MCCC has not, “…
proven to be excellent 
financial steward[s]…” 
as they stated. What has 
been proven is that MCCC 
expects a financial bailout 
from tax-paying residents. 
Also, they have proven 
that they are grossly neg-
ligent in decision-making, 
leadership, and are fiscally 
irresponsible by misman-
aging taxpayer funds.

Join me in voting “no” 
to this additional millage 
request.

Scott Ruetz
Lambertville

Don’t buy into MCCC’s millage request after trustee’s fiscal irresponsibility

The Monroe Public 
School Board election is 
Nov. 4 and your vote is 
needed! Cindy Taylor’s 
name is on the ballot 
along with blank spaces 
for write-in candidates. 

We are support-
ing Cindy Taylor and 
write-in candidate Matt 
Bunkelman. These can-
didates have the vision 
necessary to assist the 
district in providing the 
best education for our 
students. 

As retired secretaries, 
we have a combined to-
tal of 85 years of admin-
istrative support service 
in elementary school, ju-
nior high/middle school, 
high school and central 
administration. These 
years of service have 
shown us in order to 
move forward, we must 
embrace new ideas. 

Thank you for voting 
for Cindy Taylor and 
Matt Bunkelman. 

Carole Horchner, MJHS/
MM, retired
Karen Roecker, MJHS/
Elementary/Central Of-
fice, retired
Rosemary Sutton, MHS, 
retired

Vote for Taylor 
and Bunkelman

Letters 

are welcome

Letters on matters 
of public interest are 
welcome. Full name, 
address and tele-
phone number are 
required. Anonymous 
letters will not be 
published. Letters are 
limited to 400 words 
and may be edited 
for brevity. The e-mail 
address is tom@
monroenews.com. 

I would just like to clear 
up the misinformation 
that Gov. Snyder is putting 
out there. Snyder started 
a tax on pensions, and the 
way he did it is not fair to 
anyone but the business-
es that reaped the rewards 
off the seniors’ backs.

Snyder had the for-
mula for taxation on age. 
People need to see that 
just because it does not 
affect them, it does not 
mean it is a hunky-dory 
deal. For instance, if you 
had to retire because 
of a medical condition 
or disability at an age 
prior to 65-67 you will be 
punished by the high-
est tax available. I know 
because I fall into that 
category. Being retired 
early, I have had to make 

do with limited money for 
the rest of my life. Snyder 
made no provision for the 
handicapped/disabled in 
(early) retirement taxes. 
Through no fault of my 
own, I am now saddled 
with extreme taxation, on 
top of my medical bills for 
ongoing treatment. Way 
to go, Mr. Snyder. Throw 
the seniors under the bus 
for the sake of businesses.

On top of Snyder’s other 
fiasco “new laws/rules:” 
reduced school funding, 
roads a wreck, reduced 
funding for cops/firefight-
ers, state child poverty is 
way up, increased vehicle 
registration taxes, lowered 
taxes on oil drilling us-
ing carbon dioxide and 
eminent domain made 
so they can put their 

pipeline through your 
property, emergency 
managers, cutting spend-
ing for OSHA/MIOSHA, 
and needless to say, right 
to work (for less).

Snyder is a wolf in 
sheep’s clothing. Do not 
be fooled again! Please 
vote this November! Also 
vote no on proposal 1 and 
2; leave game, hunting de-
cisions to the people who 
know, not politicians.

Giving Snyder four 
more years will be the 
death knell for Michigan’s 
people of all ages. We 
do not need any more 
minimum-wage jobs. 
We need good jobs. The 
middle class needs Mark 
Schauer!

Lynda Kaye
South Rockwood 

Snyder’s tax policies hurt the most vulnerable citizens

Well, here we go again. 
Just months after a stern 
rebuke by the electorate 
over their ill-conceived 
bond issue, Bedford Pub-
lic Schools petulantly re-
turns with an extension of 
a sinking fund that ends 
in November and never 
should have been neces-
sary in the first place.  
It’s almost like they’re 
mocking us and saying, 
“We aren’t concerned 
about the failure of the 
bond issue. We’ll just get 
the sinking fund extended 
and then next year go for 
another bond issue… and 
more taxes. Besides, if you 
extend the sinking fund, 
your taxes won’t go up.”

What a sales pitch, huh!  
If this entitlement mind-
set gives you a “sinking” 
feeling about the “stink-
ing” fund and what lies 
ahead, then you’ll know 
what to do on Nov. 4.

You see, folks, the real 
problems unfortunately 

are the superintendent 
and the school board.  
They just don’t get it! They 
refuse to accept their 
responsibility to maintain 
our buildings in a manner 
consistent with the bud-
get priority it deserves. 
Instead they want to 
dump that responsibility 
onto taxpayers…appar-
ently forever. But taxpay-
ers have already paid for 
building maintenance 
once. Why should they 
pay for it again?

Sadly, many board 
members keep squawking 
about not having enough 
money to maintain the 
buildings. Well, that 
simply isn’t true. Many 
of us have reviewed their 
whopping $38 million 
budget and there are 
numerous ways to cut 
expenses and free up 
ample funds not only for 
annual maintenance, but 
also for reserves to pay 
for big ticket items. It’s all 

about budgeting priori-
ties and spending choices. 
There seems to be plenty 
of money for salaries, 
great benefits, pensions 
and cushy union jobs, 
but the buildings, which 
house our children, get 
squat. It’s beyond fiscally 
irresponsible. It’s down-
right disgraceful!

So, when you go to the 
polls on Nov. 4, think 
clearly about the choices 
you have.  You can choose 
to reward irresponsible 
behavior by voting “Yes” 
and such behavior will 
undoubtedly continue.  
Or, you can vote “No,” 
give yourself a tax cut, and 
send another strong mes-
sage to the board like you 
did in May. It seems like a 
no-brainer to me!

Steven R. Lennex, Chair-
man
Citizens For Fiscal 
Responsibility (CFFR)-
Bedford
Lambertville

Give county tax break; vote no on Bedford sinking fund

EDITORIAL PLATFORM 2014

A summary of continuing goals for community progress:

■ Appreciate and preserve the best of Monroe County 
living. 

■ Find ways to diversify the economy.

■ Make the Port of Monroe competitive in the region.

■ Support downtown business districts and buy local.

■ Continue collaboration launched with Resilient 
Monroe. 

■ Move forward with elements of the River Raisin 
Heritage Corridor-East plan.

■ Reduce phosphorus runoff and algae blooms in Lake 
Erie.

■ Create a culture that values lifelong education.

■ Support the Detroit River International Crossing.

■ Improve beach monitoring and alerts regarding 
pollution.

■ Exercise patience and courtesy during upcoming 
road construction.

■ Take actions to eradicate prescription drug and 
heroin abuse.

FROM THE CHRISTIAN 
SCIENCE MONITOR

As is often the case, 
Canada provides valuable 
lessons to the world, this 
time in its reaction to the 
jihadist attack in its capi-
tal, Ottawa, on Wednesday. 

First, during the shoot-
ing rampage that left one 
soldier dead, the Parlia-
ment’s sergeant-at-arms, 
Kevin Vickers, quickly shot 
the gunman, a man from 
Quebec who had recently 
converted to Islam. 

But more important, the 
leader of the opposition, 
Thomas Mulcair of the 
New Democratic Party, 
gave this calming, wise 
advice after the attack:

“These acts were driven 
by hatred, but also de-
signed to drive us to hate. 
They will not.”

Some evidence points to 
the shooter being influ-
enced by the Islamic State 
militant group to try and 
kill top leaders in Canada. 
The attack came two weeks 
after Canada decided to 
join the American-led 
attacks on IS. His motive 
may seem like revenge. 
But IS leaders must know 
they cannot bring Canada 
or any country opposed to 
terrorism to its knees. 

To retain control over 
the “caliphate” territory it 
claimed in June, IS must 
continue to foment hate, 
either against the West, 
Kurds, Christians, or other 
Muslims, especially Shiites. 
A recent RAND Corp. study 
found nearly all of the 
attacks by Al Qaeda and 
its offshoots last year were 
against Muslims. 

To understand the IS 
approach, one need only 
read the words of its lead-
er, Abu Bakr Naji, regard-
ing his strategy to polarize 
the Muslim world:

“Dragging the masses 
into the battle requires 

more actions which will 
inflame opposition and 
which will make the 
people enter into the 
battle, willing or unwilling, 
such that each individual 
will go to the side which he 
supports. We must make 
this battle very violent, 
such that death is a heart-
beat away, so that the two 
groups will realize that 
entering this battle will 
frequently lead to death. 
That will be a powerful 
motive for the individual 
to choose to fight in the 
ranks of the people of truth 
in order to die well, which 
is better than dying for 
falsehood and losing both 
this world and the next.” 

Not falling for this trap 
of hate is critical to the 
conflict against IS. Presi-
dent Obama has wisely 
rounded up a number 
of Muslim nations in the 
Middle East to join the 
military campaign. He has 
sought Sunni-Shiite unity 
within Iraq’s government. 

This message against 
hate, however, needs to be 
made clear by more than 
top government leaders. 
As the United States and its 
allies carefully work with 
their domestic Muslim 
communities to head off 
potential terrorists, securi-
ty officials must also make 
clear that Islam itself is not 
under suspicion. And if an 
anti-Muslim act or hateful 
comment is made against 
Islam by someone in pub-
lic, it must be condemned. 
Islam’s true teachings do 
not condone such terrorist 
violence.

Hate has a way of mak-
ing something real that 
isn’t. The attack in Canada 
should not lead to hatred 
of Muslims or of Islam, as 
Mr. Mulcair implied. Ter-
rorists must be stopped. 
But their attempt to trigger 
hate should be seen for 
what it is.

Learning from Canada 
after Ottawa attack


