
Monroe Evening News - 06/25/2016

Copyright 2016 Monroe Media Group 06/25/2016
June 25, 2016 6:52 pm (GMT +4:00) Powered by TECNAVIA

Comment
TALK TO US: 

Jill Nevels-Haun, editor
Phone: (734) 240-5748
E-mail: jnevels-haun@monroenews.com

4A
The Monroe News ■ Saturday, June 25, 2016

 OTHER VIEWPOINTS

 LETTER TO THE EDITORThe Monroe News
D e d i c a t e d  t o d a y, a s  wa s  t h e  M i c h i ga n  S e n t i n e l  i n  1 8 2 5,  

t o  fa i r n e s s  a n d  i n d e p e n d e n c e  i n  p re s e n t a t i o n  o f  t h e  n e w s .

20 W. First St., P.O. Box 1176, Monroe, MI 48161, tel. (734) 242-1100

LONNIE PEPPLER-MOYER, lead publisher
JILL NEVELS-HAUN, editor

Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment 
of  religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or 

abridging the freedom of  speech, or of  the press; or the 
right of  the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition 

the Government for a redress of  grievances. 
The First Amendment to the U.S. Constitution

OUR VIEW

 TO THE POINT
The never-ending string of mass shootings underscores the dire 
need for federally funded research on the causes of gun violence 
and how to best prevent it. 

E D I T O R I A L  P L A T F O R M  2 0 1 6

A summary of continuing goals for community progress: 

■ Promote creative and coordinated plans taking 
advantage of opportunities along the Telegraph Rd. 
and the I-75 corridors through Monroe County. 

■ Demand urgent action and partnership between 
Michigan, Ohio and neighboring communities to 
ensure drinking water is safe for all residents. 

■ Take action on the initiatives meant to target and 
eradicate heroin and other drug abuse. 

■ Adopt a countywide ordinance to prohibit new 
injection wells where karst geology exists and/or in 
areas close to Lake Erie to protect water resources 
from accidental pollution. 

■ Protect the best in home and community. 

The world collectively 
mourned following the 
Sandy Hook Elementary 
School mass shootings 
on Dec. 14, 2012. Adam 
Lanza, 20, fatally shot 20 
children and six adults in 
Newtown, Conn.

About a year later, 
President Barack Obama 
called for gun violence 
research. In a memo dated 
Jan. 16, 2013, President 
Barack Obama directed 
the Secretary of Health and 
Human Services, through 
the Director of the Cen-
ters for Disease Control 
and Prevention and other 
scientific agencies within 
the Department of Health 
and Human Services, 
to “conduct or sponsor 
research into the causes of 
gun violence and the ways 
to prevent it. The Secretary 
shall begin by identifying 
the most pressing research 
questions with the greatest 
potential public health 
impact, and by assessing 
existing public health in-
terventions being imple-
mented across the nation 
to prevent gun violence.”

Since that time, the 
nation has witnessed 
numerous acts of gun 
violence and shootings, 
including the most recent 
mass shooting in Orlando, 
Fla., which claimed the 
lives of 49 people. Despite 
directives from President 
Obama, no studies were 
conducted following the 
release of the memo. A ban 
on research had been lifted 
for nearly two years, yet no 
studies occurred. 

President Obama also 
said in the memo, “... In 
addition to being a law 
enforcement challenge, 
gun violence is also a 
serious public health issue 
that affects thousands of 
individuals, families and 
communities across the 
nation. Each year in the 
United States, there are 
approximately 30,000 
firearm-related deaths, 

and approximately 11,000 
of those deaths result from 
homicides. Addressing 
this critical issue requires 
a comprehensive, multi-
faceted approach. Recent 
research suggests that, in 
developing such an ap-
proach, a broader public 
health perspective is im-
perative. Significant strides 
can be made by assessing 
the causes of gun violence 
and the successful efforts 
in place for preventing the 
misuse of firearms. Taking 
these steps will improve 
our understanding of the 
gun violence epidemic 
and will aid in the con-
tinued development of 
gun violence prevention 
strategies.”

Shortly after last year’s 
Charleston, S.C., church 
shootings, in which nine 
people were killed, the 
House of Representatives 
Appropriations Committee 
rejected an amendment 
that would have allowed 
the CDC to study the 
underlying causes of gun 
violence and the relation-
ship between gun owner-
ship and gun violence. 

The cost of gun violence 
to taxpayers is hefty, about 
$12.8 million, according 
to a 2015 report by Mother 
Jones. But more important, 
countless lives are lost. If 
research can provide an-
swers to gun violence, we 
as a nation owe that much 
to the many victims. 

Country must fund 
gun violence study  

BY MATTHEW T. MANGINO
More Content Now

I
n the aftermath of the hor-
rific slaughter of patrons at an 
LGBT club in Orlando, Fla., 
the worst mass shooting in 
American history, we have 
learned that the homicide rate 

in major cities across the country 
also rose dramatically in 2015.

The homicide increase in the 
nation’s big cities in 2015 “was real 
and nearly unprecedented,” accord-
ing to a report released last week 
by the National Institute of Justice. 
The report’s author, criminologist 
Richard Rosenfeld of the University 
of Missouri-St. Louis, said “homi-
cide rates in a sample of 56 large 
U.S. cities rose by an average of 16.8 
percent last year over 2014.”

This is not just a big-city problem. 
Last year, The Atlantic reported that 
guns now kill more people younger 
than 26 than automobile accidents. 
Couple that with the 353 mass 
shootings in the United States in 
2015 — depending on the defini-
tion you use — and the crisis comes 
into focus. According to the Dallas 
Morning News, using any defini-
tion, the likelihood of being caught 
in a mass shooting is exceedingly 
rare — but getting shot is not as rare 
as one might think. Each year in 
the United States, more than 32,000 
people are killed, and more than 
67,000 are injured by firearms.

As a result of Orlando’s cata-
strophic event and these alarming 
statistics the American Medical 

Association (AMA) has called gun 
violence a “public health crisis” and 
urged that Congress fund research 
into gun violence.

The AMA said it will press 
Congress to overturn 20-year-old 
legislation that blocks the Centers 
for Disease Control and Prevention 
from conducting research on gun 
violence.

That lack of research is attributed 
to language in a 1996 appropria-
tions bill that the CDC, lawmakers 
and the media interpret as blocking 
the agency from research on firearm 
deaths and injuries. Some suggest 
that while Congress put constraints 
on the CDC, it did not ban the study 
of gun violence. Instead, they say, 
senior CDC brass made the choice 
to restrict gun research, rather than 
risk political retribution. Whatever 
the reason, research is lacking and 
people are dying as a result.

Dr. Steven Stack, AMA president, 
told Reuters, “Even as America 
faces a crisis unrivaled in any other 
developed country, the Congress 
prohibits the CDC from conduct-
ing the very research that would 
help us understand the problems 
associated with gun violence and 
determine how to reduce the high 
rate of firearm-related deaths and 
injuries.”

Why should every American be 
concerned about gun violence?

There is a real and growing 
problem with gun violence in this 
country. Ten big cities produced 
two-thirds of the homicide increase 

in 2015; they also experienced a 
far larger percentage increase than 
the 56 city sample. The percentage 
increases in the top 10 ranged from 
a frightening 90.5 percent increase 
in murders in Cleveland to a more 
modest, yet alarming 12.9 percent 
in Philadelphia. 

The average homicide increase 
over 2014 in the top 10 was 33.3 
percent, compared with a 16.8 per-
cent rise for the sample as a whole. 
According to the report, one-year 
increases of this magnitude in the 
nation’s large cities, although not 
unknown, are very rare.

The increase in 2015 was greater 
than 95 percent of the yearly in-
creases these cities had experienced 
during the previous three decades. 
The report suggests that these 
increases, “If not unprecedented … 
certainly deserves further scrutiny.”

The AMA’s Stack sounded the 
alarm, “With approximately 30,000 
men, women and children dying 
each year at the barrel of a gun in 
elementary schools, movie theaters, 
workplaces, houses of worship and 
on live television, the United States 
faces a public health crisis of gun 
violence.”

Matthew T. Mangino is of counsel 
with Luxenberg, Garbett, Kelly & 
George P.C. His book, “The Execution-
er’s Toll, 2010,” recently was released 
by McFarland Publishing. You can 
reach him at mattmangino.com and 
follow him on Twitter at @MatthewT-
Mangino.

U.S. faces ‘public health crisis’
Gun violence ever-growing problem in nation’s 10 largest cities

In a recent news story in the 
newspaper written by Andrea Peck 
and titled “Bedford candidates field 
questions, debate issues,” it was 
reported that I was “absent” from 
the forum. It is true that I was not 
in attendance that night, but the 
reason is that I was not invited. 

An e-mail was sent out to the 
Republican candidates for trustee 
by the organizers of the event. How-
ever, my e-mail address was not on 
the e-mail list; consequently I was 
not invited or informed that there 
was going to be a forum. As a result 
of not knowing about the event, our 
family scheduled an out-of-town 
excursion, so as it happened, we 
were out of town on the day of the 
event. Had I known about the event 
in advance, we would have resched-
uled in order for me to be present at 
the event. 

I have been told that the orga-
nizers could not find my e-mail 
address. It is rather strange that I 
am an incumbent trustee on the 

Bedford Township Board and no 
one could look up my phone num-
ber and call me to ask my e-mail 
address — or speak to one of the 
many other candidates who know 
my e-mail address. It also seems 
odd that out of nine candidates 
running, I was the only one whose 
e-mail could not be found. 

I am very disappointed in the 
tactics and lack of pursuit taken 
to be sure all candidates had an 

equal opportunity to participate. I 
have been told that I should expect 
this kind of thing in “politics,” but 
I do not agree. We live in America, 
where every eligible citizen has the 
opportunity to run for office and, 
whether you agree or disagree with 
their opinions, the voters have a 
right to make their own choices. 
Trying to control the voters’ choice 
is not democracy.
Nancy Tienvieri 
Lambertville 

Editor’s note: Jim Krieger, event 
organizer, said the list of e-mail ad-
dresses for trustees was collected from 
their affidavits for identity, which 
candidates file when they run. He al-
leged Nancy Tienvieri did not include 
her e-mail address on her affidavit 
of identity. Someone compiled those 
e-mails and gave them to him, and he 
subsequently contacted each candi-
date about participation in the event. 

“It was nothing intentional,” he said 
of Nancy Tienvieri not being included 
in the event.

Bedford forum organizers should have attempted to invite all candidates

Letters are welcome

Letters on matters of public 
interest are welcome. Full name, 
address and telephone number 
are required. Anonymous letters 
and those without verifiable 
names and addresses will not be 
published. Letters are limited to 
400 words and may be edited. 
The e-mail address is letters@
monroenews.com. Fax (734) 

— AP photo by DAVID GOLDMAN

Ernesto Vergne prays June 17 
at a cross honoring his friend, 
Xavier Emmanuel Serrano Ro-
sado, and the other victims 
of the Pulse nightclub mass 
shooting in Orlando, Fla. 
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